CELEBRATE NJ LOCAL
GOVERNMENT WEEK

NJLM invites you to join municipalities around
the Garden State April 3-9, to engage citizens
while celebrating the work of local government.
SHOWCASE the hard work of local governments and value residents receive by highlighting
programs and services

COORDINATE community service and volunteering events with local organizations to
cross-promote NJ Local Government Week.

SHOW-OFF your citizens’ view of the community with photography showcases and contests
that can serve as a feeder program for your entries to the League’s Show Off Your Municipality
photo contest!

Publicity tips and strategies as well as links to a sample press release and resolution and a downloadable
NJ Local Government Week logo are available at www.njlm.org/njlocalgovt.
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2022 Show Off Your City winner Jersey City. Photo
“Empty Skies” by Sri Reddy features a quiet moment
at the city’s 9/11 memorial. For a full rundown of this
year’s winners, see page 20.
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CLEAN
ENERGY
DOESN’T
NEED TO
THREATEN
THE SHORE.

Learn more at outerbridgenj.com

New Jersey has
the best beaches.
It also has one of the nation’s leading
offshore wind programs. Those two
don’t have to be in conflict.
At Rise Light & Power, we’re converting
an old coal-fired power plant into a stateof-the-art connector for clean offshore
wind power. This exciting project cleans up
brownfields and helps usher in a new era
of economic growth for New Jersey. Most
of all, it will protect the Jersey Shore by
avoiding running high-voltage cables under
beaches. That’s a common-sense, costeffective solution to meet New Jersey’s
clean energy goals and keep our beaches
the best in the world.

From 222 West State

Michael F. Cerra, NJLM Executive Director

Sometimes It’s OK
to Show Off

A

"

Your voice is
critical to buoy
legislation
supporting local
government and,
likewise critical,
to defeat
legislation that
goes against the
best interests
of your
communities.

4

"

www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities

fter much deliberation, we
are proud to announce that
Jersey City is the winner of
this year’s Show Off Your City Contest
(see page 20). We thank the winner
of this year’s Show Off Your City
contest, along with our 10 honorable
mentions and the dozens of municipalities that sent in hundreds of
photos for participating.
It was a tough decision with so many
powerful, proud glimpses of life in New
Jersey’s municipalities in the competition.
The cover features photographer Sri Reddy’s
“Open Skies,” showing a somber moment
at Jersey City’s 9/11 Memorial at Liberty State Park. The memorial is a lasting
connection between the state and the the
site it overlooks, showing remembrance
and honoring the memory of those lost.
It marks a tragic moment in our history
and illustrates the strength of communities
banding together in the most trying times.
Show Off Your City is a natural lead-in
for Local Government Week, which will
be held this year April 3-9. We hope you
engage with your community to celebrate
the work of local government. From coffee
with the mayor to photo contests, this week
is a great opportunity to let residents know
who their government partners are and the
work done to serve them year-round.
Visit www.njlm.org/njlocalgovt to
download your customizable logo and
please use social media to celebrate and
promote your events using the hashtag
#NJLocalGovt and to share event reminders,
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updates, and interesting facts via Twitter
and Facebook.
We also encourage you to participate in
other League efforts and want to acknowledge those efforts through the Local Elected
Officials Leadership Program (www.njlm.
org/lglp), a voluntary recognition program
for elected governing body members who
complete additional training and advocacy.
We further encourage you to engage the
League to advance your local goals via
advocacy on the state and federal levels.
Your voice is critical to buoy legislation
supporting local government and, likewise
critical, to defeat legislation that goes against
the best interests of your communities.
The League was successful in heading off
a number of bills harmful to municipal
governments in the recent lame duck. We
did not do that alone but rather working
with countless local officials who engaged
and got results. Passing resolutions, writing
op-ed columns, and testifying in Trenton
are just a few opportunities for you to have
your voice heard.
This month’s focus Windfarms, Solar,
and Power Future focus shares many
different local voices discussing the issue
of power with an eye on smart adaptations
of new techniques and technology.
Concerns vary from community to
community, so it’s important to ensure
your goals are advanced while long-term
decisions are being made. We want to help
you in that mission. Please contact us to
take your engagement to the next level. e

Michael Cerra
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By linking together with fellow municipalities, you can
receive the benefit of an *enhanced pricing arrangement
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UpFront

Windfarms, Solar and Power Future

Charge Ahead
with the NJBPU

Programs available to help you
move toward a clean energy future
Joseph L. Fiordaliso, President, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

A

ll one has to do is look back at the devastating impacts of
Hurricane Ida or any number of recent storms we have
experienced to realize that New Jersey is in a climate
emergency that demands our total and uncompromising focus.
Climate change is real, the climate emergency is here, and we have
to act right now.
Under Governor Murphy’s leadership, this Administration
has tackled climate change with a range of bold policy initiatives aimed at reaching the Governor’s goal of 100% clean
energy by 2050 and making New Jersey stronger, fairer, and a
much healthier place to live.
Municipalities, more specifically mayors and other elected and
appointed leaders, can play an integral role in making towns
and cities more energy efficient and create a pipeline for a
cleaner, greener economy for residents across their communities
and the state.
The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) has made
a concerted effort to put in place many programs tailored for
local governments to lead by example to help us advance
toward our vehicle electrification and energy efficiency goals
and address climate change.

Electric vehicles and charging stations

Emissions from vehicles account for 40% of New Jersey’s
overall greenhouse gas emissions, which is why encouraging
more electric vehicles (EVs) is critical to combatting climate
change. Governor Murphy has set a goal of registering 330,000
Electric Vehicles by 2025 to reduce emissions from the transportation sector and help reach the goals of the State’s Energy
Master Plan and the Global Warming Response Act.
Municipalities are a critical partner in transportation
electrification. Not only will the switch to EVs reduce overall
maintenance and fueling costs, but as residents see more EVs
on the road–especially those with a municipal logo–they are
more likely to make the switch themselves.
To help municipalities lead in this effort, NJBPU created
the Clean Fleet Electric Vehicle Incentive Program. Last year
6
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the Board expanded the two-year old program so more local
governments and public entities can participate and receive
grants toward the purchase of electric vehicles and Level-Two
EV charging stations.
Award caps are based on the population of the community
(see graphic below). Overburdened municipalities may also
qualify for a bonus incentive that can be utilized to fund
additional vehicles or chargers or receive 50% more funding.

Charge Ahead
In January, the Board opened an application window for a new program offering incentives to locate charging stations
at multi-unit dwellings (MUD). Chargers
at MUDs are an important step towards
ensuring equitable access to EVs for all
residents. As most charging occurs at
home and overnight, residents of MUDs
will not be able to access the environmental and clean energy benefits of EVs
unless there is a robust charging infrastructure in their community.
The program provides funding for
EV charging stations at MUDs with five
or more units and off-street parking.
Awards available under this program
include $1,500 toward the
purchase of a dual-port, networked Level-Two charging station and 50% of the
make-ready costs (up to $5,000) for the
Level-Two chargers. Make-ready costs
include the preparation of locations for
charger installation, such as pre-wiring
of electrical infrastructure including
junction boxes and service panels.
The Multi-Unit Dwelling program
provides even greater incentives for

ments can apply for up to six Level-Two
chargers and two DC Fast Chargers.
Watch our website for updates on the
application window for Round 2, which
is scheduled to open in early spring.

Municipal Charging
Infrastructure ordinance

property owners, and management
companies with the permission of
the property owner, in overburdened
municipalities. These include $2,000
for the purchase of a Level-Two EV
charging station and 75% of the cost
(up to $7,500) for the make-ready for
Level-Two chargers.
Municipalities should also be aware
of one more electric vehicle-charging
program NJBPU has developed called
the EV Tourism Program. The program
is working to establish New Jersey as an
Electric Vehicle destination for travelers
throughout the Northeast. Boardwalks,
parks, and overnight lodging establish-

Governor Murphy signed a law last
year that defined EV chargers as permitted accessory uses in all zones and set
minimum requirements for including
EV chargers and make-ready for future
chargers in all new construction.
Pursuant to the law, the Department of
Community Affairs published a statewide model municipal ordinance that
provides minimum requirements and
consistent standards for electrification
(See Electric Vehicles Advance in the
February 2022 issue of New Jersey
Municipalities magazine).
The model ordinance include requires
that EV charging infrastructure be permitted as an accessory use in all zoning
or use districts and establishes minimum
ratios of EV chargers and make-ready
parking spaces for certain parking lots.

AND

IS

EXPANDING
NEW
JPM SERVICES

to be announced
next month

RICH DEANEY

JPM Senior V.P.
continues to serve
South Jersey

JOE VERRUNI

JPM Senior V.P.

continues to serve
North Jersey

DAN MASON
Founder +
Former JPM
President*

MORE SENIOR
MANAGERS

to be announced
next month

*Dan Mason will continue to support the new Leadership Team, will remain as Chief Municipal Recruiter,
and will become Chairman of the New Board of Professional Municipal Advisors.

TEMP EMPLOYEES

MUNICIPAL RECRUITING

908-276-2777
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EFFICIENT DEPARTMENT STUDIES

SALARY SURVEYS

jpm@jerseyprofessionalmgt.com

SHARED SERVICES

SAFE

Get the job done
in a street-legal
LSV, with lower
speeds than a
truck and more
safety features
than a cart

SUSTAINABLE

COSTEFFICIENT

with less
downtime and

s
without
compromising

maintenance,
including no oil
changes or costly
gas reﬁlls

•
•
•
•
•

DURABILITY

meet

SERVICEABILITY

Simplifying
maintenance allows
you to keep your
machine running
longer and working
hard for you

Multiple locations available to support your business
Dedicated sales and service teams
Mobile service capabilities
GSA, Sourcewell and state contracting available
Polaris Pro XD UTVs (and other equipment) IN STOCK and ready for quick delivery!

SAFETY

with safety
for the jobsite

Charge Ahead
The model ordinance also includes a
Reasonable Standards section that
addresses installation, sightlines, setbacks,
and other health and safety factors
(lighting and signage, for example).
The Reasonable Standards are included
to provide guidance and encourage
consistency, but municipalities may
modify these provisions as needed. The
statewide municipal ordinance supersedes requirements in communities with
existing EV charging ordinances, but
municipalities are encouraged to adopt
the ordinance in order to provide
consistency in the future.

Utility programs

In September of 2020, the NJBPU
required all utilities to create programs
to provide incentives for the makeready for light-duty EV chargers. In that
order, the Board set out minimum filing
requirements to guide the utilities in
creating those programs. In early 2021,
PSE&G and ACE programs were
approved and JCP&L and RECO submitted their plans. Both PSE&G and ACE’s
programs are currently running and
we anticipate that the remaining utility
programs will be approved and open
in 2022. All programs provide funding
for make-ready for residential, public,
workplace and multi-unit dwellings.
In 2022, the Board is working to
follow a similar process for medium and
heavy duty EV charging which would
include guidance on funding for fleet
charging.

Energy efficiency

Energy efficiency is also a key part
of the State’s clean energy program. In
2021, Governor Murphy signed a new
law creating the Schools and Small
Business Energy Efficiency Stimulus (SSB)
Program, a $180 million grant program
for New Jersey schools and small businesses to repair or replace HVAC systems, plumbing fixtures, and appliances
to meet efficiency and health standards.
The federally funded program dedicated
at least $135 million of its funding to
schools and small businesses within
underserved communities as part of the
Murphy Administration’s commitment
to equity and environmental justice.
The SSB funding is subdivided into
two programs: the School and Small
10
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Getting Started
If you are interested in applying for any of our electric vehicle or
energy efficiency grant programs, please contact New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities Business Ombudsman Francis Gaffney at
609-477-6409 or francis.gaffney@bpu.nj.gov.

Business Ventilation and Energy Efficiency
Verification and Repair (SSB-VEEVR)
Program and the School and Small Business Noncompliant Plumbing Fixture
and Appliance (SSB-NPFA) Program.
The SSB funding will cover 75% of
the total cost for projects initiated under
these programs, while the other 25%
must come from outside sources. The
programs include a cap of $5 million per
school district and $500,000 per small
business to ensure more entities are able
to participate.
This program will provide benefits to
the residents of the municipalities receiving
grants to improve their schools and the
small businesses in their communities.
This program allows for the use of
cleaner energy in these communities and
for schools and small businesses to use
energy more cheaply and efficiently.
The SSB-VEEVR has received a tremendous amount of interest and at this
time is full for school applicants. However, there are still funds available for
small business through the SSB-VEEVR
program and through the SSB-NPFA for
both schools and small businesses alike.
Community Energy Planning Grants
empower local communities to create a
Community Energy Plan that aligns with
the State’s Energy Master Plan (EMP).
The EMP takes action on climate
change, with specific focus on equitable
access, energy resilience, renewable
energy, and efficiency. The grant program
will increase access to the state’s clean
energy initiatives for those communities
who have historically not participated in
New Jersey’s clean energy programs.
There are two grant award levels.
First, all municipalities throughout New
Jersey are eligible to apply for a $10,000
grant. Second, municipalities identified
as overburdened are eligible to apply

for a $25,000 grant. Further, overburdened municipalities are also eligible
for enhanced support, including technical assistance to develop and submit
applications as well as assistance in the
creation of the Plan.
The Board also offers the Energy
Savings Improvement Program (ESIP).
The ESIP program allows local government entities to use “Energy Savings
Obligations” as the financing method
for the costs (capital as well as soft
costs) of these Energy Conservation
Measures (ECMs). This means that the
savings achieved from implementing the
measures without affecting their capital
budgets fund the ECMs.
The first step in implementing an ESIP
is the completion of a free energy audit
through the New Jersey Local Government Energy Audit (LGEA) program.
The goal of the energy audit is to provide
local government units with information
on how their facilities use energy. The
LGEA audit report will provide a narrative for each building’s historic energy
use, facility and equipment descriptions,
an equipment inventory, and ECM
opportunities identified. It also provides
estimations of installation cost, energy
savings, annual energy cost savings, and
payback calculations.
Enabling our programs to affect all
New Jerseyans at the municipal level is
one of the keys to unlocking a cleaner
and healthier environment for your
town and New Jersey well into the
future. Municipal leadership is critical to
build out our charging network, reduce
energy consumption, and improving
clean energy access for all. It is vitally
important we continue to deploy sustainable practices, engage our residents,
and achieve an equitable transition
toward an affordable green future. e

NOW
Pt. Pleasant Beach
Mayor Aids Ukraine’s Vulnerable
Outreach:

Pt. Pleasant Beach Mayor Paul Kanitra.

P

t. Pleasant Beach Mayor Paul Kanitra has returned from
a humanitarian mission to Poland’s border with the
Ukraine, where he helped refugees fleeing the war.
Before leaving Point Pleasant Beach, Carol Vaccaro, Marla
Belikoff, Marisa Tanner, and the Point Pleasant Beach Chamber
of Commerce collected clothing and funds to go with the mayor.
Five large suitcases filled with supplies for refugees went with
the mayor, who noted noted their contents were distributed
in just an hour and a half. “That shows you how massive the
humanitarian crisis is here,” Kanitra said.
The Point Pleasant Beach community has ties with those in
the war-torn nation. “Young Ukrainians have been coming to
Point Pleasant Beach to enjoy a summer operating our rides,
attractions and more for many years,” Kanitra said. “They’ve
forged a special bond with so many of our residents. It’s nice
to see the community coming together like this to give back in
their time of need.”
On a more personal level, the mayor said, “Half of my family
is Polish and Slovakian, and I feel compelled to do something
watching this insane horror unfold. I don’t know how much of
a difference one person can make, but I’m at least going to try.”
While in Poland, Mayor Kanitra had busy and heart-wrenching
times working at refugee centers and contributing supplies
to those passing through. He also volunteered with World

Pt Pleasant Beach Mayor and Chamber.

Central Kitchen helping to prepare and deliver food and shuttle
supplies to the Mydyka border crossing.
Upon his return, the mayor shared his firsthand views and
information with media and continues to encourage support
for those in Ukraine through additional fundraising efforts,
including a charity concert. e

Musical Fundraiser
Mayor Paul Kanitra will continue raising funds for
Ukrainian refugees and raising awareness of the needs
of those impacted by the war. Upon the mayor’s return
to New Jersey, he announced a charity concert to be
held on the Point Pleasant Beach boardwalk.
The event is expected to be held on April 10 at Jenkinson’s
featuring New Jersey bands.
Pt Pleasant Mayor at Przemysl Glowny.
12
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