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Reach Out to Trenton
and the League

E

very year new elected officials
arrive to town halls and to the
gold dome in Trenton. This
marks a new opportunity to forge
connections and work together
for the betterment of municipal
operations and the day-to-day lives
of residents.

"

We hope
you will be
our partner
in Trenton
this year
and beyond.

"
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With the start of the Legislative Term,
we hope you will take the time to meet
our Legislative Team as well as your State
legislators. While the League’s lobbyists
work to fulfill the members’ priorities
voted on at the League Conference every
year (www.njlm.org/resolutions), they can
also help connect you with the committees
meeting at the statehouse to examine
legislation.
Have your municipality represented on
the state and federal levels, particularly on
topics directly impacting your community.
Testimony at sessions along with consistent
outreach to your representatives in office
and the League may not guarantee a win
every time, but it will ensure that your
voice is heard in the important legislative
decision-making process.
The 2022 Legislative Guide on page 39
provides the Trenton basics and provides
you with a useful reference tool throughout
the year. There is also an introduction to
the new class of New Jersey Senators and
Assembly Representatives, including more
than 20 newly sworn in officials. Some may
be brand new to state politics and others
may simple be new to their current positions.
All will be involved in negotiations and
legislation that impacts municipalities.

I February 2022

As NJLM President William Pikolycky
noted in his forward to the guide, “The
League’s work helps us ensure safe and
healthy communities, maximize funding
opportunities, and coordinate the delivery
of needed services, regardless of partisan
considerations. However, progress will
grind to a halt, and may even lose ground,
without the organized and cooperative
participation of local officials with those
in our Statehouse.”
We hope you will be our partner in
Trenton this year and beyond.
Also in this issue, we focus on recycling
and waste, getting tips for successful
RFPs from a recycling firm based on their
Exhibitor Learning Session at the League
Conference. New Jersey Clean Communities will also provide advice for helping
your community get ready for the ban on
single-use plastics.
Other features include how life is
improving this year, including an examination of New Jersey’s model Statewide
Municipal Electric Vehicle Ordinance and
Incentives, a look at the power of pickleball
as a COVID stress reliever in Tinton Falls,
and the rebirth of Carteret’s downtown
and waterfront.
As you go through the winter, it’s time to
start thinking about spring and the Local
Government Week Celebration, April 3-9.
Visit www.njlm.org/localgov for downloadable logos that can be customized with
your municipal logo. We look forward to
celebrating with you. e

Michael Cerra

No
Hidden
Fees

457(b)Power
of Group
Pricing
*

Available
In NJ

Enhanced
Pricing Thru
Bundling

By linking together with fellow municipalities, you can
receive the benefit of an *enhanced pricing arrangement
through our Linc-On Lincoln Alliance® Program.

Call today.
Let’s give you the power!

Bruce Linger • George Mouded • Eamonn Gaffney
Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp.
201-556-4564 / Bruce.Linger@LFG.com

Mutual funds in the Lincoln Alliance® program are sold by prospectus. An investor should carefully consider
the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of the investment company before investing.
The prospectus and, if available, the summary prospectus contain this and other important information and
should be read carefully before investing or sending money. Investment values will fluctuate with changes
in market conditions, so that upon withdrawal, your investment may be worth more or less than the amount
originally invested. Prospectuses for any of the mutual funds in the Lincoln Alliance® program are available
at 800-234-3500. Linc-On is the conversational name used for the Lincoln Alliance® Program. *The program is
designed to offer competitive fees and broad selection of investment options.
Associates are registered representatives of Lincoln Financial Advisors. Securities and advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (Member SIPC) and registered investment advisor.
Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates. Lincoln Financial Advisors 61 South Paramus Road,
Suite 425, Paramus, NJ 07652 201-556-4564. The Lincoln Alliance® program includes certain services provided by Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. (LFA), a broker-dealer (member FINRA) and an affiliate of Lincoln
Financial Group, 1300 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Unaffiliated broker-dealers also may provide services to customers. Lincoln Investment Advisors Corporation (LIAC) is the investment management organization of
Lincoln Financial Group.
CRN-3897920-110221

UpFront

Development

An Alternative
to Development

Years in the making, Wardell Park comes to life
Thomas Fallon, Acting Borough Administrator and CFO, Tinton Falls;
Robert Keady, Senior VP and Municipal Practice Leader, and
Thomas Neff, Group Manager, T&M Associates

I

n 2005, an 82-acre swath of environmentally sensitive land along Wardell Road in Tinton Falls had
been approved by the Borough’s Planning Board for development. The proposed development would
have consisted of 270 townhomes.

Today, most of the land has been preserved and a new 4.5acre park complete with playgrounds, basketball courts, tennis
courts, and pickleball courts opened this summer — much to
the delight of community residents.
The land that is now Wardell Park could have ended up
being developed if not for a strong desire on the part of the
Tinton Falls Borough Council to preserve the tract. In 2011,
the Council began investigating ways it could purchase the
land. The Borough engaged T&M Associates to assist in the
process from acquisition to park opening.

6
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Securing open space

A preliminary assessment report to identify various environmental areas of concern that required further investigation and
completed surface water and soil sediment samples.
In 2013, the property owner cancelled their plans to sell
the property to the developer and conveyed 73 acres to the
Borough. About 46 acres were purchased by Tinton Falls. A
conservation easement was established across the remaining
27 acres as a deed restriction to preserve the property as open
space and prevent future development.

Alternative to Development

To offset the Borough’s land acquisition cost, grant applications were prepared for $1.1 million in state Green Acres funds
and $250,000 in Monmouth County Open Space grants.

Park Planning

With the land secured, planning for a park began. The first
order of business was to seek public input. Many residents
wanted a place where they could exercise and play not just in
the summer months, but also in the winter months after work.
(This would, years later, become an even more important
priority with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.)

But there were certain requirements for the park. Most
importantly, we did not want to disturb wetlands and other
critical environmental areas. We also wanted green infrastructure
to be used for stormwater management, which means meeting
tough stormwater quantity, water quality, and groundwater
recharge requirements–even before adopting an updated
stormwater control ordinance.
The project also needed to come in at under a $1.3 million
budget.
Several studies identified wetlands, transition areas, and

February 2022
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Alternative to Development

riparian buffers. An environmental due diligence report helped
determine if the site had threatened or endangered species,
historic resources, natural heritage sites or any other environmental constraints.
The park’s improvements were set in a limited area that did
not require any wetlands, transition area, or riparian buffer
disturbance. The plan called for significant grading and design
of the uplands area. Another benefit of not disturbing environmentally sensitive areas was avoiding the need for DEP permits,
which saved the Borough time and money.

Pickleball Power
The Borough also wanted the park to include space for
the new, up-and-coming sport of pickleball into the site
design. A paddle sport that combines elements of tennis,
table tennis, and badminton, the sport’s popularity has
exploded in recent years. While many park facilities
provide tennis courts that can be converted to pickleball
courts, the Borough wanted dedicated courts after
determining that combined courts create long-term
maintenance issues and that the actual play of each
sport would be diminished by using combined courts.
Instead, separate dedicated courts were designed. As a
result of the COVID shutdown of many indoor facilities,
outdoor pickleball quickly became even more popular
than originally expected.
A new electric service for the park includes LED lighting
throughout all courts, the playground, and the parking lot
so play can continue into the evening hours
In the early stages of construction, layout of the courts
was quickly redesigned to provide two additional
pickleball courts to meet the increasing demand for this
sport, providing a total of six new courts. No other park
in Monmouth County has as many pickleball specific
dedicated courts as Wardell Park.

8
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Alternative to Development

The design came with an estimated price tag of $1.285 million
and a contract was awarded to Shore Top Construction,
which bid $1.15 million on the project. The Borough secured
$200,000 in municipal open space grant funds from Monmouth
County for park development.
The project was completed on time and under budget. On
June 30, Borough, County, and State officials gathered to cut
the ribbon on the new park.
The timing couldn’t have been better, due to the increased
demand for local outdoor recreational spaces during the

pandemic. Now, local residents have a place to exercise,
breathe fresh air, and enjoy the great outdoors. e
Thomas Fallon is the Acting Borough Administrator and CFO for Tinton Falls.
Robert Keady, Senior VP and Municipal Practice Leader, and Thomas Neff,
Group Manager, are with T&M Associates.

30th
Annual
Mayors’
Legislative
Day
The

Health & Safety
Notice for
In Person
Seminars: To help
prevent the spread
of COVID-19 we
recommend that
attendees at our in
person events wear a
face mask regardless
of vaccination status.

Friday, April 1, 2022
The State House Annex
Committee Room 4
West State Street • Trenton, NJ

Additional details to follow.
Contact Danielle Holland-Htut
at dholland@njlm.org.
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NOW
League Salary Report
Now Available
Newly sworn in Senate President Nicholas Scutari (r) with
NJLM President Mayor William Pikolycky at the opening of
the new legislative session held in Trenton this January.

N

JLM is pleased to announce that the latest edition
of the New Jersey Municipal Salary Report is
available. The publication includes salaries for over
40 municipal positions.
Providing this data in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet,
municipalities can compare salaries for similar positions,

particularly helpful when budgeting salary schedules and
hiring new employees.
The guide is a digital report that includes self-reported data for
192 municipalities, as well as a look at statewide comparisons.
The data was gathered from a recent survey conducted by the
League, and includes salary data for 2021 and 2020. e

@

Visit the League website to view a list of the
positions and municipalities included in this report:
www.njlm.org/SalaryReport.

NJDEP Water Quality Improvement
Grant Opportunity

T

he New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) is inviting nonprofit organizations, local governments, community groups and state colleges and
universities to apply for grant funding for eligible water quality
improvement projects impacting the Delaware River watershed
and the Northeast watershed region of the state.
The DEP has issued a Request For Proposal (RFP) to solicit
applications for up to $9.4 million available to eligible water
quality improvement projects and watershed planning activities.
The project proposal submission deadline is February 28, 2022.
In addition, funding from the U.S. Department of Defense
will target stormwater management and riparian areas of the
Rancocas Creek watershed.
Stormwater runoff can carry pollutants such as nutrients
from fertilizers and animal wastes as well as automotive fluids
and pesticides into waterways. Excessive nutrients can cause
algae blooms that impact the ecological health of waterways
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and diminish the public’s recreational enjoyment of them.
The grants are made possible through funds provided
under Section 319(h) of the federal Clean Water Act, the
Department of Defense Readiness and Environmental
Protection Integration Program and the state’s Corporation
Business Tax.
Proposals for Water Quality Restoration Grants must be
submitted electronically using the DEP’s System for
Administering Grants Electronically (NJDEP SAGE) at
https://njdepsage.intelligrants.com/. Registered users will log
on and the listing for this RFP will be under “View Available
Opportunities” Water Quality Restoration 2020-2022.
To view the Request For Proposal, including requirements
for proposal submissions, and for more information about
New Jersey’s Water Quality Restoration Grants Program,
visit NJDEP-Division of Water Monitoring and Standards at
https://tinyurl.com/mspuefms. e

NJLM

Events

NOW

February

5 Orientation for

Municipal Officials

Hilton Meadowlands Hotel,
East Rutherford

18 Municipal Cannabis Law
Webinar - Your Computer

March

12 Budgeting for

Elected Officials

Conference Center at Mercer,
West Windsor
Visit www.njlm.org/seminars
or contact Danielle Holland-Htut
at dholland@njlm.org or
609-695-3481, Ext. 118.
Health & Safety Notice for
In-Person Seminars: To help prevent

the spread of COVID-19, we recommend that
attendees at our in-person events wear a
face mask regardless of vaccination status.

Union County Municipalities
Awarded Grants

T

he Union County Board of County Commissioners have awarded grants
to 20 municipalities for improvements to recreation resources for children
through the Kid’s Recreation Trust Fund. In addition, 19 municipalities
were awarded matching grants for planting new trees through the Greening Union
County program.
Both grant programs are funded through the Union County Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
The Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund was established by popular referendum in 2000. It has provided the Commissioner Board
with the ability to preserve over 315 acres of land throughout the County of Union.
In addition to acquisition of land, creation of parkland, and updating of recreational facilities throughout the county, the grant programs of the Trust Fund provide
an avenue for municipalities to focus on their hometown recreational priorities,
increase tree plantings, and stabilize and restore historic sites. e

Budgeting for the Elected Of f icial:
Everything you Need to Know to Create, Balance,
and Approve Your Municipalities’ Budget
Saturday, March 12, 2022
8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

The Conference Center at Mercer • 1200 Old Trenton Rd. • West Windsor, NJ 08550
Health & Safety
Notice for
In Person
Seminars: To help
prevent the spread
of COVID-19 we
recommend that
attendees at our in
person events wear a
face mask regardless
of vaccination status.

C

reating and approving a feasible budget is one of the most important tasks
of an Elected Official. It is also one of the most complex and time consuming tasks.
To aide in this endeavor, the League has created a special half day program geared
towards Elected Officials to help them in understanding the Municipal Budgeting Process.

Please join us for this informative program!
REGISTRATION FEE: Member $75.00* Non-Member $100.00
*Member Rate: Includes Municipalities, State, County, Local Governments, and Municipal Utility Authorities

This program is a requirement of the Local Government Leadership Program.
For more information visit www.njlm.org/lglp
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NOW

541 Towns Funded:

Municipalities’ NJDOT Grants
Announced

G

overnor Phil Murphy and New Jersey Department of Transportation
Commissioner Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti jas announced $161.25 million in
Fiscal Year 2022 Municipal Aid grants, with 541 cities and towns across the
state receiving funds to advance road, bridge, safety, and quality-of-life improvements,
demonstrating the Murphy Administration’s Commitment to Communities.
The competitive Municipal Aid grant program attracted 625 applications from 547
different municipalities with a total of $363 million requested. Project applications were
evaluated and rated on their merits by NJDOT staff and reviewed by an independent
panel of New Jersey municipal engineers. This process resulted in 546 awards to 541
municipalities, totaling $161.25 million. The 2016 Transportation Trust Fund renewal
has made it possible to continue to award $161.25 million annually–more than double
the $78.75 million that was available before the TTF renewal. In addition, the extra
funds have allowed the Department to increase the number of municipalities receiving
grants from about 370 a year prior to the TTF renewal to 541 municipalities this year.
“These funds are crucial to municipalities for the completion of projects that improve
quality of life and safety for New Jersey residents,” said Governor Murphy. “Under our
Administration’s leadership, the Transportation Trust Fund continues to bolster infrastructure statewide. I congratulate all municipalities that have received grants and look
forward to them putting these dollars to use.”
There are seven project categories within the Municipal Aid grant program eligible
for funding: Roadway Preservation, Roadway Safety, Quality of Life, Mobility, Bikeway,
Pedestrian Safety, and Bridge Preservation. Past performance in connection with timely
award of projects and construction close-out factors were part of the evaluation of the
proposals. When evaluating applications, NJDOT also verifies if the municipality has
adopted a Complete Streets policy. A Complete Streets policy establishes guidelines that
require consideration be given to pedestrians and bicyclists when local transportation
projects are being planned, designed, and built. e

NOW

Send in
Your News!

NJ Municipalities offers a network
of your peers in local government—
do you have a story to share? Whether it’s a news item, op-ed, feature,
or column, your insights drive this publication.
Right now we’re looking for articles for the April (due February 15), May (due
March 15) and, June (due April 15) issues and beyond.
If you’d like to send something in, you can get the submission guidelines from
www.njlm.org/magazine or reach out to Managing Editor Amy Spiezio at
aspiezio@njlm.org
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Advertiser Listing: February 2022
Accuscan
Alaimo Group
Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Applied Concepts Inc./Stalker Radar
Arcari + Iovino Architects
Bai Lar Interior Services
Boswell Engineering
Buzak Law Group, LLC
Carroll Engineering
Colliers Engineering
Conner Strong & Buckelew
DiFrancesco Bateman, P.C.
Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, The
First Managed Care Option
Gann Law Books
Gebhardt & Kiefer, P.C.
General Code
Genova Burns, LLC
GPI
Inservco Insurance Services, Inc.
Jersey Professional Management
Joseph Jingoli & Son
Lincoln National Life Insurance Co.
Major Police Supply
Mantis Innovation (formerly EMEX)
Mason, Griffin & Pierson
McMahon Associates, Inc.
Neglia Engineering Associates
New Jersey Municipal Management Association (NJMMA)
New Jersey One Call
NJ Coalition of Responsible Pet Stores
NJ Infrastructure Bank
PNC Bank
Premier Compaction Systems

Princeton Public Affairs Group
RFP Solutions, Inc.
Sunrun Inc
United Healthcare
USA Phone
Warshauer Electric Supply
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