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From 222 West State

Michael F. Cerra, NJLM Executive Director

Communicating for
a Successful Future

W

"

This month

NJ Municipalities
focuses on

broadband and 5G.
The pandemic era

made it crystal clear
how important it is
for governments,
businesses, and
residents to have
fast and consistent

"

access to the

ell, that was an adventurefilled November! To those
who sacrificed so much of
their personal resources of time and
energy to run for office, we offer you
thanks and congratulations. Whether
you’re new to local government or
a seasoned public servant, you have
our appreciation for the work that
you do every day in New Jersey’s
municipalities and we look forward
to serving you from the League’s
headquarters at 222 West State Street.

is working through. Communicate with
these connections through the rest of the
year until we meet again in person at the
107th League Conference running
November 15-17, 2022, where you can
renew and expand your circles.

If you were able to make it the League’s
in-person conference a couple weeks ago in
Atlantic City, thank you. Your attendance
makes the conference the success story
that it is. And going to the conference is
just the first step. Making the event a real
success means distilling your experiences
into useful processes and plans for your
community.

This issue also welcomes the new NJLM
President and Officers and shares our
2021 Executive Directors report outlining
our efforts for you throughout the year.
Working together, the League’s leadership
and staff strive to represent you in Trenton
and provide information and resources to
you in your hometown. We look forward
to a great 2022, filled with progress and
partnership and hope to hear from you
about what you’d like to get from the
League’s publications and policies.

Now that you’re back in your hometowns, take a moment to review those
business cards you picked up, reach out to
your peers in other communities or to those
potential vendors you met on the exhibit
floor, and email speakers whose words
particularly hit upon issues your municipality

digital world.
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Speaking of communications, this month
NJ Municipalities focuses on broadband
and 5G. The pandemic era made it crystal
clear how important it is for governments,
businesses, and residents to have fast and
consistent access to the digital world. We
hope that you use the articles in this issue
to help plan for a better future.

Happy New Year! e

Michael Cerra

PS, don’t miss your opportunity to brush up your local governing knowledge at
our Orientation for Municipal Officials. Whether you’re newly elected, reelected,
or experienced, it’s a great team-building tool or introduction to local government.
See www.njlm.org/seminars for more information.
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UpFront

Broadband & 5G

New Jersey & 5G
Are they perfect together?

Kenneth S. Fellman, Esq., Of Counsel, Helmer, Conley and Kasselman, P.A.

W

e hear a lot of talk and promotion about the benefits of 5G (fifth generation) wireless
networks, but what does that really mean? If your municipality could snap its fingers
and be fully covered by 5G networks, what opportunities and changes would that bring?
And how is 5G deployment going in New Jersey? How do we compare with the rest of the country?
What Can 5G Mean for Us?

According to IEEE, which describes itself as “the world’s
largest technical professional organization dedicated to advancing technology for the benefit of humanity,” 5G will help
communities develop into smart cities–with sensors to collect
data that in turn will help local officials develop applications to
improve air quality, prevent wildfires, coordinate traffic lights
to reduce traffic, and improve public safety. In rural areas,
farmers would have insight into how to increase crop yields.
Dell’s CTO Ron Silverberg notes that 5G will benefit law
enforcement by pinpointing the location of a 911 caller within
a few feet. And the real-time transit data will improve traffic
flows and increase safety on the roads.
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Miguel Gamiño Jr., Mastercard’s Executive Vice President
for Global Cities and former Chief Technology Officer for
New York City and prior to that, San Francisco, told me once
that a “smart” city involves three things: a high capacity,
robust broadband network; multiple sensors collecting data
throughout the city; and smart, creative people using that data
to improve government services and the quality of life for the
community. As we look to the future, a robust broadband
network throughout the community likely will involve, at least
in part, 5G wireless technology.
According to Dr. Nicol Turner Lee, Director of the Center
for Technology Innovation at the Brookings Institution, 5G has
the potential to increase economic opportunity by providing
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New Jersey & 5G
increase access to healthcare, education,
transportation and employment for
communities of color and low-income
segments of the population, communities
that generally depend more on mobile
connectivity for their online access.
In healthcare, this could mean facilitating remote diagnosis, monitoring
medication use, delivery of healthcare
services, including scheduling and
holding appointments to administering
treatment plans and managing insurance.
For education, more robust broadband can help matching lessons with
individual students’ abilities and style of
learning. For example, high bandwidth
connections can utilize applications that
allow students to ask questions, provide
feedback, and keep teachers updated
on progress. Wireless education applications can help students to collaborate
with each other and teachers in real
time, regardless of distance, and can
take them from inside the human body
to the far reaches of the solar system.
Many of us have heard about the
coming of intelligent vehicles, and robust
wireless connectivity is necessary to
obtain the benefits of this technology.
As clean energy sources are further developed, the electricity grids will require
connectivity that is both fast and reliable.
Dr. Turner Lee notes that 5G can support
clean energy by enabling smart grids
that integrate renewable energy sources
into existing grids. And 5G networks
will make it easier for job seekers to
access diverse labor opportunities.

How is 5G Deployment Going?
Several states have passed legislation
that purports to promote 5G deployment by restricting local government
authority over siting and limiting local
fees. Local governments generally
argue that state laws that expand the
preemption already adopted by the
Federal Communications Commission
are unnecessary, and that regardless of
state preemptions of local authority, the
industry will deploy in those places that
make the most market sense–and avoid
those areas that are less profitable. In
New Jersey, the proposed legislation
(A1116/S2674) that would have
limited local control and created public
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subsidies or the wireless industry was,
fortunately, held by the Legislature
before a final vote. Does the wireless
industry need legislative help in New

Jersey? A recent study demonstrates that
arguments supporting local control are
valid, and that overall, New Jersey is
doing just fine.

Local Control of Siting
To be sure, the siting of wireless facilities needed to support 5G
networks creates significant challenges. It is important to remember
that there is no such thing as a purely wireless network. 5G networks
are only viable when they can connect to fiber optic networks for
backhaul service. The wireless industry will not deploy 5G equipment
unless it has access to connect to fiber optics.
While local control is already constrained and restricted by federal
statutes and regulations, municipalities today can still have a say in
where these facilities are located and what they look like. It is fair to
say that most local elected officials want better broadband for their
communities, both through fiber optic wireline connectivity and also
from state-of-the-art 5G wireless networks.
At the same time, they also want to ensure that these facilities are
sited in such a way that do not negatively impact community
character or damage property values. The communities that can
successfully navigate through the siting issues within a regulatory
framework that both encourages wireless deployment and does so
in a way that respects local community impacts will become the
leaders in developing gigabit communities of the future, providing
new and innovative access to a wide range of services and improving
the quality of life for all citizens.

New Jersey & 5G
Jersey municipalities did not have their
hands tied further by legislation this
year, we need to watch closely for any
new legislation in the next legislative
session. Instead of limiting cost-based
fees and restricting local siting authority,
the State should be looking for ways to
incent deployment of robust wireless
network coverage in those rural and less
populated parts of New Jersey where
coverage is lacking. e

Further Reading

Read more about this issue discussed
in these online articles:

Opensignal is an independent organization that has published numerous
studies on the state of the wireless
industry. One of its goals is to reveal
“the disconnect between industry hype
and the true mobile connectivity received
by end users.” In September, Opensignal
published a study comparing 5G impacts
across all 50 states. It analyzed four

metrics: 5G Availability, 5G Download
Speed, 5G Games Experience, and 5G
Video Experience. New Jersey was at the
top of the national list, ranking in the
top five of the first three metrics.
And yet, despite New Jersey’s being
ahead of most other states in 5G deployment, there are still parts of the state
that lack even 4G coverage. While New

IEEE, How Ill 5G Impact
Local Communities
https://tinyurl.com/3c2c32hf
GCN, 5G’s transformational power
for local communities
https://tinyurl.com/4kr45c
Brookings, enabling opportunities:
5G, the internet of things, and
communities of color
https://tinyurl.com/4myht7vt
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NOW
Westfield Honored by NJDEP
for Recycling Efforts

N

ew Jersey’s 2021 recycling leaders were honored by
the NJ Department of Environmental Protection,
Commissioner of Environmental Protection Shawn M.
LaTourette announced.
Town of Westfield Department of Public Works was among
the nine businesses, organizations, and individuals to be formally recognized at the annual recycling awards program
virtual awards ceremony held in conjunction with an Association
of New Jersey Recyclers (ANJR) educational webinar.
“I join with my colleagues at the Department of Environmental Protection in commending this year’s honorees for their
great efforts to promote recycling and educate their communities about the importance of diverting waste, which helps to
better protect our natural resources and reduce emissions that
contribute to climate change,” Commissioner LaTourette said.
“We proudly recognize these award winners for their focused
and innovative efforts to keep New Jersey’s environment clean
and healthy,” said Paul Baldauf, DEP’s Assistant Commissioner
for Air Quality, Energy and Sustainability. “We hope promoting
their accomplishments will inspire others to adopt better
recycling practices.”
In 1987, New Jersey became the first state to enact legislation that requires recycling in residential, commercial and
institutional settings. New Jersey remains a national leader
in recycling and achieved an overall recycling rate of 58% in
2018, the most recent year for which data is available. The
DEP administers several grant and educational programs to
help improve the statewide recycling rate.
The NJDEP urges all residents to participate in their local
recycling program and do their part to keep non-acceptable
materials, such as plastic bags, trash, propane tanks and used
syringes, out of curbside and workplace recycling bins.
“For recycling to work, we need to keep our recycling mix
clean and free of these problematic items,” Commissioner
LaTourette said. “It is important to remember that recyclable
items are valuable raw materials used to make new products
and should not be mixed in with trash.”
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Recognized in the Government category, the Town of
Westfield Department of Public Works was awarded for its
recycling efforts. In addition to its curbside collection program,
the Town of Westfield in Union County also operates an
innovative recycling drop-off center that accepts a wide range
of both traditional and non-traditional recyclable materials.
Other awards included: Business - Earth Friendly Products
(ECOS); Leadership - Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory;
Rising Star - Matthew A. Karmel; Outstanding Educator/Educational Program - Ocean County Department of Solid Waste
Management; Recycling Industry - Mazza Recycling Services
Ltd.; Source Reduction, Resource Management/Sustainability
- Matriark Foods; Source Reduction, Resource Management/
Sustainability - Goodwill Home Medical Equipment and
Volunteer Citizen - Matthias Choi. e

State Superlatives

NOW

Winter
Delights

Coolest City

A

ccording to the Discoverer Blog (www.thediscoverer.com),
a nation of 50 states means a world of worthy places
to visit. Each state is more like a different country,
flaunting its own individual culture, history and lifestyle. As a
result, they dug deep to find the coolest city in each one of the
50 states.
The Garden State’s coolest city was found to be Ocean City.
As they noted:
“Eight miles of beach, an oceanside boardwalk full of tasty
treats and dozens of cute boutiques, Jersey’s Ocean City is
nothing like what you’ve seen on reality TV shows. This
old-fashioned resort town has been drawing visitors since the
19th-century and it’s no wonder with all the quaint landmarks
and family-friendly vibes.”
Specifically they advised potential visitors not to miss the
saltwater taffy at Shriver’s.

R

eady for winter
fun? According
to 24/7 Tempo,
Lambertville is the
hotspot–or should we say
cool spot–for winter fun.
The site noted, it’s a big country and winter means a whole lot
more than skating and skiing. Festivals of all kinds, incredible
displays of decorative lights, uncrowded access to sites that are
mob scenes in the summer—and of course, in some destinations,
plenty of hot events to chase away the winter cold.
Lambertville was named New Jersey’s destination thanks
to its quaint village atmosphere; galleries, antique shops, and
restaurants; and the area’s winter events.
To identify the best winter destination in every state, 24/7
Tempo consulted lists compiled by a wide variety of websites,
including Reader’s Digest, Lonely Planet, Condé Nast Traveler,
National Geographic, Frommer’s, Cheapism, U.S. News &
World Report, Washingtonian, USA Today, Midwest Living,
Yankee, and Planet Ware, as well as numerous regional, state,
and city tourism sites. e

December 2021

I www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities

11

Advertiser Listing: December 2021
Accuscan
Alaimo Group
Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Arcari + Iovino Architects
Bai Lar Interior Services
Boswell Engineering
Buzak Law Group, LLC
Carroll Engineering
Colliers Engineering
Conner Strong & Buckelew
DiFrancesco Bateman, P.C.
Eastern Lift Truck Co
First Managed Care Option
Gann Law Books
Gebhardt & Kiefer, P.C.
General Code
Genova Burns, LLC
GPI
Inservco Insurance Services, Inc.
Jersey Professional Management
Joseph Jingoli & Son
Lincoln National Life Insurance Co.
Major Police Supply
Mantis Innovation (formerly EMEX)
McMahon Associates, Inc.
McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC
Millennium Communications Group, Inc
Neglia Engineering Associates
New Jersey Municipal Management Association (NJMMA)
New Jersey One Call
NJ Coalition of Responsible Pet Stores
PNC Bank
Premier Compaction Systems
Princeton Public Affairs Group
PSE&G

RFP Solutions, Inc.
Safe Life Security Corp
Subcarrier Communications
Sunrun Inc
USA Phone
Warshauer Electric Supply

Want to read more?

Subscribe to view the full issue at
njlm.org/subscriptions

Already subscribe?

Log-in at
njlm.org/njmsubscribers

