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“

Residents continue
to count on local
government to
keep them safe,
keep the essentials
available, and
keep them hopeful.

”
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ike most of you, I am taking
my turn working from home.
It is especially challenging for
you, I am sure, when local government is responsible for executing the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
All thoughts turn to your front line
workers in public safety who are
taking great risks to protect your
residents. We hear daily reports of
struggles to properly equip emergency
responders, law enforcement, healthcare workers and anyone who needs
to provide hands on care for our
residents most in need. So many of
them have fallen ill and too many
have died responding at this time of
greatest need. It’s a debt our communities cannot repay, only hold deep
in our hearts as we move forward.

Residents continue to count on local
government to keep them safe, keep the
essentials available, and keep them hopeful.
Your League leadership knows you cannot
accomplish all this without resources and
the flexibility to act according to the
unique circumstances of your municipality.
President Jim Perry, First Vice President
Janice Kovach, Second Vice President
William Chegwidden and Third Vice
President Sue Howard have been working
diligently to communicate these concerns
to Congress, the Murphy Administration
and New Jersey legislative leadership.
They have co-signed letters to specific
Members of Congress urging them to join
efforts at passing a 4th federal stabilization
package aimed specifically at smaller
municipalities. They have been on frequent
calls with the Murphy administration
urgently requesting greater flexibility for
municipalities struggling to meet deadlines,
requirements, and financial obligations.

And they have communicated support for
rapid legislative responses to addressissues
requiring statutory exceptions. But they
can not do it alone. They need you to add
your voice to theirs by communicating
with your members of Congress and State
Legislators..
In support of the League’s leadership,
your Trenton staff has been working
constantly to monitor the progress and
effort at the Federal, State and local levels
to understand the pandemic impacts and
develop effective responses. League staff
spend hours each day on conference calls
with the White House, Governor’s office,
groups of mayors, and groups of municipal
professionals in order to shape the detailed
requests for needed legislative and regulatory
responses. Fortunately we have close
relationships with all these State offices
and, through the National League of Cities,
an effective presence in Washington.
As local government officials we know
you need reliable information, guidance
and ideas to help implement your actions
locally. To assist, early on the League
created a COVID-19 web page where all
the resources continue to be compiled for
you to access, www.njlm.org/1085/
Coronavirus-COVID-19. That resource
was augmented by a webinar with more
reference materials, and blog posts offering
an ongoing in depth explanation of the
complex issues and responses. Please take
a moment to see these resources and if
they are missing something you need,
please contact me so we can add that.
Most of us are not in our offices and
sadly some local government workers have
sacrificed all and will never return. We
offer our thoughts and prayers for them,
and commit to support you and all the
local officials who continue the hard work
of restoring our New Jersey. e

Michael Darcy

UpFront
Transportation

Complete and
Green Streets for All

Eatontown Borough meets community needs
through complete and green streets
RANDALL SOLOMON, Executive Director, Sustainable Jersey

H

ave you visited one of the hundreds of New Jersey communities that have
adopted or implemented policies promoting complete streets? Maybe you
have heard of complete streets or green streets, but you are not exactly sure
what it means or how it can benefit your community.
A Complete Streets event held before COVID-19 social distancing requirements.
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Upfront:

Complete & Green Streets
Complete streets are designed for all
users, all modes of transportation and
all ability levels. They balance the needs
of drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, transit
riders, emergency responders, and goods
movement based on the local context.
Green streets focus on incorporating
green stormwater infrastructure to
reduce flooding, cool and clean the air,
and provide many other environmental,
economic, and societal benefits.

Leading a movement

New Jersey is a leader in the complete
streets movement. In 2009, the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) was among the first state
DOTs in the nation to adopt a complete
streets policy. Communities of all sizes
throughout the state have joined NJDOT
in adopting complete streets policies.
Eight New Jersey counties and 167
municipalities have adopted complete
streets resolutions impacting 3.8 million
(44%) of the state’s residents. While

New Jersey leads the nation in the
number of complete streets resolutions
adopted, moving forward with implementation has been challenging and
more guidance was needed.
In July 2019, NJDOT released the
Complete and Green Streets for All:
Model Complete Streets Policy and
Guide. The guide was developed in
collaboration with a wide range of government and nonprofit partners led by
Tri-State Transportation Campaign and
the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation
Center (VTC) at Rutgers University, and
included New Jersey Future, Sustainable
Jersey, American Heart Association,
Transportation Management Associations,
AARP and many other stakeholder
organizations.
According to Janna Chernetz, Deputy
Director of the Tri-State Transportation
Campaign, “the new model policy not
only gets to the heart of transportation
needs for everyone in the community,
but embeds the policy in land use and

transportation decisions, ensuring its
implementation. We are proud that this
guide can be used not only by transportation professionals, but also by
community members, elected officials
and others interested in strengthening
mobility choices in their communities.”
The Model Complete Streets Policy and
Guide sharpens the focus on:

1. Implementing complete streets policies
2. Incorporating green streets and
green infrastructure into complete
streets projects

3. Recognizing the economic benefits
of active transportation

4. Prioritizing health, equity, and
fairness in transportation
expenditures and project selection.

Helping communities
implement at the local level

“We know that municipalities need
more knowledge, skills and resources to
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Upfront:

Complete & Green Streets
turn their ideas for complete streets into
reality,” said North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority (NJTPA) Executive
Director Mary D. Ameen.
NJTPA created the Complete Streets
Technical Assistance Program to assist
municipalities with advancing or implementing complete streets. The program
is financed by the Federal Transit
Administration and the Federal Highway
Administration of the U.S. Department
of Transportation. Under this program,
the NJTPA, Sustainable Jersey and VTC
at Rutgers University are providing
training and direct technical assistance
to municipalities to advance complete
streets initiatives.

Borough of Eatontown
adopts plans to become
complete, green, and healthy
Eatontown is a suburban community in
Monmouth County that has a number
of attractive parks. But access to these
parks on foot or by bicycle is constrained
by a lack of sidewalks and bicycle lanes.
Eatontown took steps to improve
transportation options and address
connectivity.
In 2017, Eatontown created an ad hoc
group, the Complete Streets Advisory

Borough of Eatontown Complete Streets Advisory Committee accepts recognition
for their efforts.

Eatontown Mayor Anthony Talerico
Jr. is a lifelong resident. He explained,
“Before the leadership in Eatontown
had heard the term complete streets, we
had a list of needs that fit the bill. As we
updated our master plan, the borough
departments were raising issues like
connectivity to our parks, the need to

In 2019, with guidance from the
New Jersey Routes to School Resource
Center at VTC, Eatontown Borough became
the first municipality to pass an ordinance
using the Complete and Green Streets
for All model policy.
Committee, to investigate and start a
complete streets effort. In August 2018,
the Borough was one of nine communities
selected to receive up to $10,000 in
technical assistance from the Complete
Streets Technical Assistance Program.
At the same time, Eatontown examined
updating their 2014 complete streets
resolution with a comprehensive complete and green streets ordinance.
8 www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities
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reduce pedestrian crashes, and promote
the health value of walking and biking.”
He added, “Around the same time,
an Eatontown volunteer and a borough
councilwoman attended Sustainable
Jersey’s complete streets workshop at the
New Jersey League of Municipalities’
Annual Conference in Atlantic City. They
returned energized and shared what they
had learned about complete streets.”

To better understand the challenges, the
Complete Streets Advisory Committee
held several community walks through
the local parks. Representatives from
Eatontown’s emergency services groups,
such as police, fire, emergency medical
services, office of emergency management and the community emergency
response team, all participated. The
walks created a partnership between the
community, organizations and the borough staff that facilitated the complete
streets planning process and helped
identify a potential route to connect the
parks and community destinations.
Eatontown Borough leveraged VTC’s
expertise through the Complete Streets
Technical Assistance Program to develop
the Eatontown Greenway Plan, which
outlines recommended improvements.
Many of the improvements described in
the plan can be done as a demonstration
project or as part of regular maintenance
for the corridor. By making the changes
quickly with low-cost materials, the
municipality can receive meaningful
feedback from residents based on their
experience.
In 2019, with guidance from the New
Jersey Routes to School Resource Center
at VTC, Eatontown Borough became the
first municipality to pass an ordinance

Upfront:

Complete & Green Streets
using the Complete and Green Streets
for All model policy.
“I am thankful for the efforts of our
volunteers, employees and professionals,
contributing to Eatontown’s Complete
Streets Policy,” Mayor Talerico said.
“Making roads safe for all users– drivers,
cyclists, pedestrians and those with
disabilities–should be a priority. New
neighborhoods must connect to old. At
the same time, we should install sidewalks
and bike lanes to improve connectivity
in our existing neighborhoods.”
Currently, Eatontown is collecting
feedback and pursuing grant funding to
complete the Eatontown Greenway.
“The Borough is using the checklists that
were adopted as part of its Complete
Street ordinance to guide project selection,
planning, design, construction, funding
and maintenance,” Mayor Talerico said.
“Thanks to the list, we added a sidewalk
around a new apartment complex being
built and are working with the county to
connect our parks with the addition of
sidewalks, crosswalks and bike lanes.” e

Sustainable Jersey
promotes Complete and
Green Streets for All
In 2020, to assist municipalities in using the new model policy,
Sustainable Jersey updated its existing complete streets certification
actions. Sustainable Jersey along with a consortium of complete
and green streets partners will work for municipal adoption and
implementation of these policies.
“Complete streets help us to plan better. It touches all that we do and
has been great for the community,” Eatontown Mayor Anthony Talerico
Jr. summarized. “When we develop our roads, we look at infrastructure
and maintenance opportunities that will improve the environment,
when we plan for our parks–we are now connecting them.”
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