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n a few short months,
residents across the country
will be called upon to be
counted in the 2020 Census.
Eager to ensure a complete
and accurate count of their
community, Census partners
across the country are doing
their part to spread the
message that participation is
safe, easy, and important.
Key allies in this effort are
local libraries.

Mandated by Article 1, Section 2 of
the U.S. Constitution, a headcount of
all persons living in the United States is
conducted every 10 years. The results
are important, as they determine how
many seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives are allocated to each
state. In addition, over $675 billion
dollars in federal funds are distributed
to states based on those same figures.
These federal funds pay for programs
including Medicaid, SNAP, Section 8
Housing Choice Vouchers, Head Start,
and many more.
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New For 2020
For the 2020 Census, the Bureau has added additional ways to self-respond.
For the first time ever, Census responses will be accepted online and by
phone. These options are in addition to past methods that include completing
a paper questionnaire or receiving the help of a Census Taker.
Consistent from previous Censuses are the protections afforded to individual
responses. Title 13 of U.S. Code restricts access to individual responses and
protects your data from ever being shared with another federal department or
agency, local government, court, or law enforcement. Census data can only be
used for statistical purposes.

safe spaces, centers of learning, and a
critical partner to ensure Census information reaches each community. e

Information about Complete
Count Committees formed
in your neighborhood and examples
of how to get involved can be found
at www.2020census.gov.

Enlisting the help of local partners
is critical to ensure communities
understand this important message.
Trusted voices from the community
are helping spread the safe, easy, and
important message and working to
ensure their community receives their
fair share of representation in Congress
and federal funding.

Checking out
Census information

During a recent peak recruiting week,
the Atlantic County Library System
really stepped up their efforts. For two
days in October, all nine branches in the
system hosted Census stations where
residents could come in, receive information about the census, and even apply
online for a Census job.
“Our library system serves a large and
diverse population, representing many
cultures and languages,” stated Atlantic
County Executive Dennis Levinson.
“The Census has a significant impact on
our communities in determining the
amount of federal funding for critical
programs and services. Atlantic County
is working with the U.S. Census Bureau
to ensure our residents are aware of the
importance of their participation well
before it is time to be counted in addition to the job opportunities associated
with this significant task.”
In coordination with U.S. Census
Bureau’s Partnership Specialist Lori Carlin
and with the support of the Atlantic
County Complete Count Committee, the
Atlantic County Library System has held
a number of these special events and
continues to offer a space at each branch
for Census information.
Libraries in municipalities across the
state and the nation are valuable resources,
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