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From 222 West State
Michael J. Darcy, CAE, NJLM Executive Director

My Work with the Women
Who Led the League

T

his issue of New Jersey
Municipalities includes a
special celebration of the
100th Anniversary of the 19th
Amendment. As part of that we
highlight some of the many important
women who have been leaders in
New Jersey government.

“

From my perspective,
this seems an
especially good
opportunity to
celebrate the women
who have led the
League of
Municipalities.

”
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From my perspective, this seems an
especially good opportunity to celebrate
the women who have led the League of
Municipalities. In my 30-year tenure
working with the League, I have had the
privilege to work with every one of these
women, except one. That one was
Madeline Frost Freeman, a predecessor of
mine in the position of Executive Director.
Imagine what a leader she must have been
in the role of Executive Director during
the years 1954-1957. That was a very challenging era for women in any professional
circumstance, so her achievement is that
much more impressive. She was not new to
the League at that time. By then she’d had
decades of League experience, which must
have made everyone recognize the value
and importance of her filling that position.
It would not be until 1989 that the League
had a woman president. Virginia “Ginny”
Hook was the first and anyone fortunate
enough to work with her would recognize
her leadership ability. In fact, when the
League opened its new $6 million headquarters in 2007 she, as a League Past
President and trustee of the building
corporation, became president of the
building corporation.
In 1993 Phyllis Marchand became the
second woman president of the League. Both
as President and in her role as a League
Past President, she has always advocated
for specifically including women in leadership roles, especially on the League Executive Board. She was, perhaps, the original
voice from within League leadership to
advocate this. Today she is still active as a
trustee of the building corporation and a
League Past President.
As we began a new millennium, Barbara
Hall was League President in 2000. She
was a no-nonsense leader of the League’s
programs and activities who did not put

up with political scapegoating. She was
reminiscent of Margaret Thatcher from
10 years earlier.
In 2004, Jo-Anne Schubert became the
fourth woman to be a League President.
She recognized the challenges of being an
effective elected official as evidenced by
her offering the quote “the easy part is
getting elected; the hard part is getting the
work done”
It would be a long nine years before the
League saw its next woman president when
Janice Mironov was elected to fill the
position in 2013. Still the Mayor of East
Windsor and an active member of several
League Committees, Mayor Mironov is
a champion of property tax relief and a
defender of municipal home rule. Her
leadership continues to make a big
difference in politics and policy at the
state and local levels.
The next League President was Suzanne
Walters, marking the only instance a woman
president was succeeded by another
woman. Suzanne led the League during
efforts to get the 2% interest arbitration
cap legislation signed. She remains active
with League committees, assisting with
the annual conference, and serving as a
trustee of the building corporation.
This brings me to our current Immediate
Past President, Mayor Colleen Mahr of
Fanwood. She is well known for her acumen
in combining policy and politics to create
new solutions to municipal challenges.
For example, her leadership was critical in
protecting municipal interests as the state
debated legalizing cannabis, and she
recognized the value of advocating the
creative use of public-private partnerships.
At the same time, her work to include
women in all leadership roles is reminiscent
of Phyllis Marchand and has energized the
League’s initiatives in this area.
This is a great time to celebrate my fortune
of working with seven of the eight women
leaders of the League. I cannot foresee a
time when we will again wait nine years to
benefit from women in the highest League
leadership roles. Just take a look at page 1
to get a glimpse into the future. e

Michael Darcy

UpFront

Harmful Algal Blooms

Harmful Algal Blooms
and Summer Planning
Seven steps Garden State municipalities can take to
cut back on pollution that fuels HABs and fouls lakes
CATHERINE R. MCCABE, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

F

rom lake beaches to the Jersey Shore, no matter where
you are in the Garden State, playing in the water is a
part of life. And none of us should have to worry
whether the water could make us, our children or our pets sick.
That isn’t anyone’s idea of a good time.

Batsto Lake,
Hammonton
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Upfront:

Harmful Algal Blooms

across these bodies of water. As we
know, HABs are generally fueled by
nutrient-laden stormwater runoff and
failing septic systems. The blooms

Reducing the impacts
of HABs requires a
concerted effort and,
in 2020, the DEP is
working to help New
Jersey communities
on a number of fronts.
Terrace Pond, West Milford

Unfortunately, we did have to worry
about that situation this past summer in
too many lakeside communities in New
Jersey. And, as a result, lake community
businesses suffered a loss of customers

and critical summer revenue.
The culprit was harmful algal blooms,
or HABs–excessive growth of naturally
occurring cyanobacteria that looks like
pea soup or spilled paint spreading

frequently occur during higher temperatures and in calm waters. Climate
change, with rising temperatures and
greater rainstorm intensity, contributes
to an increase in these occurrences.
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Upfront:

Harmful Algal Blooms

Working together to mitigate
HABs’ effects
In New Jersey, we have advanced
monitoring processes and protective
standards to identify and lower the risk
of HABs to public health.
Last summer, the DEP aggressively
monitored Lake Hopatcong and other
lake bodies, with daily checks and
detailed scientific analysis of several
water quality parameters, using equipment ranging from state-of-the-art

Reducing HABs Impact:

What Municipalities
Should Do Now
The good news is that there are measures we can take that will make strides
toward reducing the conditions that produce HABs. These actions can help
reduce stormwater runoff and lessen the amount of excessive nutrients
flowing into the lakes.
Municipalities can take the following steps now:
• Ensure that stormwater treatment systems and devices are properly
cleaned and maintained.
• Clean out storm sewer lines and catch basins in spring.
• Conduct regular street sweeping.
• Ensure that there are no unpermitted discharges into the lakes, and that
commercial and residential septic systems are properly permitted and
functioning.
• Inspect septic systems and identify those that may be failing or in need of
cleaning or maintenance.
• Ensure homeowners’ potable wells are properly cased and not indirectly
drawing surface waters, to avoid exposing families unknowingly to toxins in
their drinking water.
• Explore the viability of extending sewer service to areas currently served
by septic systems.

monitoring buoys to aerial sensor
technology. These monitoring efforts
were a key element in protecting health
and assessing when the lakes were safe
for recreation involving direct contact
Greenwood Lake, West Milford

Lake Hopatcong, Mt. Arlington, Hopatcong, Jefferson Twp., and Roxbury Twp.
8 www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities
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with the water.
But reducing the impacts of HABs
requires a concerted effort and, in 2020,
the DEP is working to help New Jersey
communities on a number of
fronts–including grants, scientific
research, and inspections and compliance assistance to identify and address
problem areas that may be contributing
to HAB formation.
We are working with partner agencies
and stakeholders to review 2019 HAB
season actions and to ensure that we
continue to have a response strategy,
based on the best available science and
technology, to protect all New Jersey
residents and visitors when they swim in
or play near water this summer.
Governor Murphy and the Department
of Environmental Protection have made
available $13.5 million in funding for
local communities that includes lake and
HAB management grants for treatment
and prevention demonstration projects;
Watershed Grant funding to reduce nonpoint-source pollution; and Clean Water
State Revolving Fund grants for sewer
and stormwater upgrades.

Information about funding for treatment and prevention demonstration
projects, as well as Watershed Grants,
can be found at www.nj.gov/dep/
wms/bears/npsrestgrants.html;
for information on the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund grants, visit
www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/cwpl.htm.
The DEP also will provide information
through its HAB website at
www.nj.gov/dep/hab.

In addition, the DEP has assembled a
team of experts to develop strategies
for preventing HABs and for lake
management guidance. The DEP will
continue to follow the latest science on
the prediction and treatment of HABs,
and will continue to provide assistance
and support to local governments.
We are moving forward on ways to
enhance and improve communications
and public notification of HAB events. In
early 2020, the DEP will host two regional
HAB summits to share the latest information before blooms begin to appear.

Upfront:

Harmful Algal Blooms

HABs: global phenomenon
with local impact
New Jersey has not been the only state
experiencing HABs.
In New York City, residents were
warned last summer to avoid the
waters in Turtle Pond and Harlem Meer
in Central Park, as well as the pond in
Morningside Park, all in Manhattan;
and the large pond in Prospect Park in
Brooklyn. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
also indicated that nearly 900 HABs
were reported in Upstate New York
last year.
In Mississippi, fresh water pushed into
areas along the coast as a flood-control
measure led to growth of the blue-green
algae and forced that state’s Department
of Environmental Quality to issue
warnings in July for visitors to avoid the
water at all 21 beaches on its coastline.
Mississippi also saw high rates of oyster
deaths, as well as the loss of dolphins
and sea turtles.
In August, there were reports of dogs

dying after swimming in ponds and
lakes in North Carolina, Georgia, and
Texas. In the Great Lakes, harmful
algal blooms threatened drinking water
supplies; one bloom that started in early
July on Lake Erie eventually covered
about 700 square miles of the lake.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has called algal blooms a
“major environmental problem” in all
50 states. The EPA also says scientists
believe the climate change threat will
cause HABs to continue to be an issue
on U.S. waterways.
To lessen the frequency of HABs, it
is important that all of us–especially
lakeside municipalities and their residents–do whatever we can to help
reduce the flow of nutrients into lakes.
Safe, clean water and the protection of
our beautiful lakes is vital to New Jersey’s
health, quality of life, and economy. e
Catherine R. McCabe has served as Commissioner of the Department of Environmental
Protection since January 2018.
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Now&Then
Healthy NJ

MARCH
Looking back at local government’s take
on hot topics throughout the history of
NJ Municipalities magazine.

Eternal vigilance is the price of a
healthy New Jersey. Statistics of 1934
indicate an increasing freedom
from the preventable diseases
among residents, who in a
measure are gifted with many of
the modern conveniences of life,
in the alternating heats and
frigidities of the temperate zone.

1935

–“State Conquering Diphtheria and Smallpox”
by J. Lynn Mahaffey, M.D.,
Director, State Department of Health

Better Cities
Correcting the evils of nearly
200 years of erratic planning by
the founders of our cities and the
conditions which urban dwelling
has imposed is no easy task.
But by a concerted co-operative
effort it can be accomplished.

“Mayor Suarez offers
a set of practical steps

1956

–“Health Officer’s Prescription for
Sick Cities” by Wm. F. Kearney,
Chief Inspector, Board of Health,
Paterson

“Women’s History
Month is a time to pay
respect to the great women
who have contributed so much to our
society and helped pave the way for other
women. This year is special because we are also
celebrating the centennial
anniversary of one of
the most important
milestones in U.S.
From an employee perspective,
history–women
the
pension benefit structure
gaining the
must
be
able to attract and retain
right to vote.”
a high quality workforce. But that
–Lt. Gov.
goal must be consistent with a
Sheila Oliver,
benefit
structure that is affordable.
page 36
The consequences of inaction for the
state as a whole–from the governor’s
office to the mayor’s office–
are simply too grave to ignore.

AMY SPIEZIO,
Managing Editor

that politicians and government officials
should take to be prepared to protect their
reputation if it is ever falsely attacked.
The Mayor’s indictment and eventual complete
exoneration should also give pause
to us all that when we hear of
charges directed against
politicians or people
in any walk of life.”

Activities
For All

1981

A recreation department
that is sensitive to the needs and
wishes of its residents and is
aware of all the facilities at hand
to meet them, does not miss an
opportunity to respond.

–John Weingart,
Associate Director,
Eagleton Institute
of Politics, page 20

-“In Wayne Township They Think ‘Ski’”
by The Recreation Department Staff,
Wayne Twp.

Pension Pain

–“The Employee Benefits Crisis: We All
Have a Stake” by Philip D. Murphy,
Chairman, NJ Benefits
Review Task Force
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THIS MONTH

2006

March NJ Municipalities focuses on the 100th anniversary
of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, granting
women the right to vote. We are grateful to local and
state leaders past and present for their contributions
to this special celebration and look forward to women
in local government increasing their presence and
involvement. We also look at the topic of Harmful Algal
Blooms and how the NJ DEP is helping municipalities
overcome the issue. We also prepare for NJ Local
Government Week and hope your town is getting
ready. Please send pictures of your activities to
aspiezio@njlm.org. e

