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Michael J. Darcy, CAE, NJLM Executive Director

Your Municipal New Year’s
Resolutions

E

“

Take time to consider
your municipality’s
concerns and resolve
to advance the best
solutions to benefit
your community.

”
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ach November at the annual
League business meeting
municipal officials pass
policy resolutions to guide the
League in the coming year. You
can view those at the League website, www.njlm.org. Resolutions
are succinct statements that reflect
and guide the League’s policy
position on important topics of
concern. Just as the League adopts
resolutions for the coming year,
you should take time to consider
your municipality’s concerns and
resolve to advance the best solutions
to benefit your community.

For your consideration, in no specific
order, I offer some resolutions you may
want to adopt yourself for the New Year.

Resolve to celebrate the greatness of your municipality. You can
do this through activities and conversations during Local Government Week
April 19-25. Use this time to encourage
civic education, community collaboration,
volunteerism, and local pride.

Resolve to make a complete
count of your residents for the
2020 Census. Census day is April 1
and a full count for your community
impacts your access to resources and
funding. The League offers action items
to assist you at www.njlm.org/384/2020Census-Information

Resolve to encourage and mentor
at least one next-generation
leader. Guiding your next generation of
elected leaders is made easier by enrolling
them in the Local Government Leader
program. The program makes it easy

for them, or you, to track and be recognized for ongoing development as an
elected leader.

Resolve to take time to refuel
your knowledge and excitement.
Commit now to attending an in-person
event, outside your community, that
will expose you to new people and new
thought to help you find new perspective
on your issues. See the League web
calendar for events available throughout
the year.

Resolve to communicate with
your State legislative delegation
early and often on your most
pressing issues. Take a moment to
update yourself on legislative topics at
the League Advocacy page, then use
the link to visit the State Legislature
website and connect with your representatives. Copy the League on your
communications. www.njlm.org/342/
Legislative-Advocacy

Resolve to learn about and
mark the centennial of Woman’s
Suffrage. The League wants to promote
municipal activities surrounding this
important history and how its impact
continues today. See the NJ Women
Vote site for resources and ideas you
can use. https://discovernjhistory.org/
njwomenvote2020/

Resolve to Show Off Your City
through the League photo contest!
Act right away and submit photos of
your municipality by February 3.
Winning could land you on the cover
of this magazine and gain national
exposure for the community you love. e

Michael Darcy

Focus
on

Leadership

Q&A with
the New
League
President

Committeeman
James J. Perry Sr.
shares his plans for
his term as president
of the League

Q
A

What led you to get involved
in local government in
Hardwick?
My upbringing. My father ran for

Mayor of East Rutherford in 1963 and was always
active in organizations such as the Board of Education, and my mother was a county committee person. Also
my childhood best friend Bob Ever’s father was on the Town
Council in East Rutherford and my Little League coach was
long time East Rutherford Mayor Jim Plosia.
I always was involved in school activities and was even the
president of the inter-fraternal Counsel at Farleigh Dickinson
University. My late brother, George, who passed away in
2018 was also a longtime council member in East Rutherford, and my sister Barbara was president of the Board of
Education in Wallington for many years. So I guess you can
say it is in my blood to get involved.
6 www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities
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FOCUS: Leadership

Q

A

How would you
describe your
leadership style?

I like to get
advice from those
around me. I plan on

leaning on many of the past presidents
and working with the League’s great
vice presidents as a team. I do not like
to micromanage, this way more mayors
can get involved and show Trenton it
truly is a statewide organization.

Q

What are the
greatest strengths
of local government in New Jersey?
What are the most
problematic weaknesses?

A

The greatest
strengths are
all the diverse
municipalities we
have across the state,
with most of the mayors I know all out
for the common goals we all share even
though we are so diverse.
The weaknesses is our voice in Trenton
isn’t being heard. We need to get out in
Trenton on the issues in full force. We
need to have more mayors and town
councils taking a proactive stance on
issues and working together as one
instead of 565 individual municipalities
in Trenton and make sure the legislators
and the Governor’s office are hearing
what we have to say.
Our local elected officials need to sign
up and read our magazine, get our
newsletters, and sign up for the alerts
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FOCUS: Leadership

that we send out when important issues
pop up. This way they stay informed on
the issues and what they can do to help
themselves and their fellow officials
around the state.

We need to have
more mayors and
town councils
taking a proactive
stance on issues
and working
together as one…

Q

What do citizens
expect from their
municipal officials,
and has that changed
at all over the years?

A

They expect
most of all
HONESTY. Good or bad,

I always speak my mind and say what I
think. That has gotten me in trouble
every once in a while because no matter
what you say, you will always have
someone who thinks different than you,
who does or doesn’t believe you and
thinks you have an agenda. I don’t think
it has changed much over the years.
When it comes down to it, the people
in town want low taxes, the right to do
what they want with their property, and
to feel safe.
That will never change.

8 www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities

I January 2020

President Perry and his daughter, Alyssa, with Past President Mayor Tim McDonough

Q
A

What are your
goals as League
President?
My primary
goal is to find
solutions to many of

the problems that face New Jersey year
after year that are always talked about
but no action is ever taken. To start off,
I will do this by taking the top 5 issues
and forming committees with mayors
from around the state and legislators
from Trenton who are experts on each
topic. My goal is that they will work
together to draft real legislation to once
and for all take these issues off our list
of problems.
I also want to get out to as many local
county League meetings to find out
what it is they want to see us doing.

Q

What advice
would you give
to someone just
elected to local office
for the first time?

A

First, have a
strong backbone.

You will be attacked. Don’t
take things personally, although some
people will attack you personally.
Do what you know is right, and
remember you were elected by the people so vote the way the majority of the
people want you to vote, not the way
you personally want to vote. After all,
you are the spokesperson for them, not
their ruler.
Also, get involved around the state,
not just in your community. I have met
many elected officials from all around
the state and have learned a great deal
from them. Do not let political parties
stand in your way of speaking with and
getting to know any of them. You might
not always agree on every issue, but you
will make many great contacts and get
many different ideas on how things are
handled in other communities.
And I will say it again, our local elected officials need to sign up and read our
magazine, get our newsletters and sign
up for the alerts that we sometimes send
out. This way they stay informed on the
issues and what they can do to help. e

FOCUS: Leadership

Mayor Perry’s Acceptance Remarks

T

he first thing I want to do as the new President
of the League of Municipalities is thank the
Immediate Past President [Colleen Mahr] for
all the services she has done for us over the last year.
She has been a great representative of the League of
Municipalities, she’s been a great leader of the League
of Municipalities, she’s been a great mentor, she’s been
helpful to all of us, and she’s done such a service for
us and also for the women throughout the state of
New Jersey.

I’m going to keep this quick, I have about 40 pages here, but
I’m sure you’re all anxious to get out of here and head back
home. I want to thank you all for being here, it is an honor to
serve as your President. I know that I wouldn’t be here without
the help I’ve been blessed with–many of the people up here, my
colleagues on the League’s Executive Board. Together, we’ve
worked to make municipal government in New Jersey stronger,
and better able to meet our citizens’ needs. I want to thank the
League’s Officers past and present.
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Over many years, you have worked to make this association
more responsive to local problems, and more respected by those
who shape public policy in New Jersey. I want to thank all the
Mayors and local governing body members, who continue to
serve their friends and neighbors–ethically, energetically, and
effectively. For putting the needs of others ahead of your own,
you deserve the respect and gratitude–not only of the people
who live in and work in and visit your towns today–but of
those who will come to your towns in the future and you will
serve in the future.
I want to also thank the outstanding staff at the League of
Municipalities, without them none of this would happen and
I can tell you the work, especially the conference–this is only
a small part of what they do–but the work they do on this
Conference is tremendous.

I intend to use the strong
foundation that has been left
to me by my predecessors to
raise this League of Municipalities
to greater heights.
Today, especially, I want to thank the League’s Past Presidents–
three of whom I’ve had the honor to serve with on the board.
Mayor Albert Kelly, who I see as one of the hardest-working
mayors in New Jersey, who unfortunately had to head back
home because he had something going on in town. Our great
outgoing friend, Jim Cassella, who after 40 years of service has
decided not to run for re-election and will be stepping down as
Mayor of East Rutherford after 24 years of great service to the
town of East Rutherford.
I have to tell you, I’m especially proud of him. I was born and
raised in East Rutherford, and my brother, who passed away
last year, was also on the town council and worked with him
for many years and was a great friend of Jim and Jim was a
great friend of his. I want to thank you for all your service.
Also again, I want to thank our new Immediate Past President
[Colleen Mahr] especially for all the work she’s done for the
League of Municipalities. I know I’ve said it all a minute ago,
but I want to make sure that I thank her and let her know
that I will be looking to her and to you and to all the rest of
the past presidents and working with you for guidance and
suggestions as well as all the other mayors here.
I also want to express my continuing gratitude to my hometown and my hometown’s Township Committee, the professional staff that do so much faithfully in my town of Hardwick,
and the rest of the people in Hardwick, the people who showed
up here. I also want to especially thank our Mayor Kevin Duffy,
who is here today. My town attorney Mike Lavery who’s always
done a great job for us, and the rest of the staff at Hardwick
who for such a small town do such a great job day after day.
We are proud of our town for its unique, natural beauty. But
the township which was once home to Lou Reed who took a
walk on the wild side has also made a major contribution to
10 www.njlm.org/njmunicipalities
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American pop culture and slasher cinema. Though Blairstown
likes to brag about its role, and Hope has a few cameos, most
of the action in the original Friday the 13th was filmed in
Hardwick Township.
I’m looking forward to telling you all a lot more about
Hardwick over the next 12 months; however I’m also looking
forward to making my term in this office the best that it can be
for the people who serve the people in local government in our
Garden State.
I want to build on the work of predecessors to make our
collective voices a strong force for better policies in the State
Capital. And I want to encourage and engage more of you to
become more involved by regularly letting your legislators and
the Governor know about our priorities.
I plan on listening to your thoughts and your visions, and
your concerns about the state of our local affairs today, and
about how we build a better future for our state and for our
League of Municipalities. And I hope you know that I am open
to all your suggestions.
I intend to use the strong foundation that has been left to me
by my predecessors to raise this League of Municipalities to
greater heights. And I want you all to join me in that, so that,
along with the untiring efforts of the League staff, we can more
ably represent and serve your interests by giving you the tools
you need to make your home towns the best that they can
possibly be.
Now a few personal things, I’d like to thank so many people
who came out and that are here today to support me. I have a
full table of League people, many of them past presidents, a lot
of the Warren County people, but I do especially want to thank
first of all Assemblyman John DiMaio, who’s been a longtime
friend, since parties back in the 1990s, birthday parties for
your kids. You and Gina have been great friends. I also want to
let you know that they cut their vacation short down in South
Carolina to come back here and swear me in and I do really
appreciate that.
I also want to thank two other people, they are two mentors
of mine over the last 10 years, and longer. One is the late, great
Art Ondish. He and I used to work together all the time at the
Conference of Mayors and the League. He mentored me so
much and gave me so many great ideas and he is very missed at
the League. And also Mayor Tim McDonough. I’m going to
put you on the spot. Mayor Tim has been a great service to me,
teaching me the roles of government, teaching me proper procedures, the ins and outs of government. Tim, I want to thank
you for everything you’ve done to help me out.
But my biggest thanks go to my daughter–I love you very
much–and my son up in heaven who is watching over us. I
wish he could be here to see this. As many of you know, I lost
my son four years ago to opioids and that’s why I fight so
hard to fight opioid addiction wherever I can with LEAD and
however else I can, so thank you for that.
I’m humbled by your trust. I’m grateful for this opportunity.
And I’m anxious to get started. And I think I’m the first
president to get up here and cry. With that do I have a motion
to adjourn?
Thank you. e
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