New Jersey State League of Municipalities Resolution No. 2016 – 10
Advocating for a 21st Century Water Infrastructure
Approved at the League Business Meeting, November 17, 2016
Approved at the League Resolutions Committee, November 15, 2016
WHEREAS, water infrastructure is critical for the economic vitality, environmental health and
quality of life within New Jersey municipalities; and
WHEREAS, inadequate sewer and stormwater systems generate stormwater runoff that pollutes
streams, lakes rivers and bays, and causes localized flooding of streets and properties; and
WHEREAS, inadequate drinking water systems can rupture, interrupting service and causing
flooding; and
WHEREAS, aging and degraded drinking water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure
threaten to disrupt daily life, commerce and industry in communities; and
WHEREAS, budget constraints and expensive capital requirements and ongoing operating costs
to address these issues can pose major financial challenges; and
WHEREAS, critical investments in the State’s water infrastructure will:







Protect public health and the environment and enhance its attractiveness and livability
while making it more resilient to extreme weather events and natural disasters; and
Enable economic growth by delivering, reliably and efficiently, safe and adequate drinking
water, wastewater and stormwater management services that meet the needs of local
residents and businesses today and into the future; and
Leverage modern practices by employing state-of-the-art technologies and best
management practices that generate multiple benefits: economic, including but not limited to
cost savings, job creation, and new business creation; environmental, including but not
limited to improved water quality; and social, including but not limited to better quality of
life; and
Reduce flooding and energy use, including reduction of localized flooding from storms and
water-main breaks, and enhancing energy efficiency in order to reduce water utility costs and
air pollution; and
Draw on multiple funding sources and maintain affordability by establishing adequate,
sustainable funding streams to support improved water infrastructure and services while
ensuring affordable rates over time for residents and businesses;

NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the New Jersey State League of Municipalities in
conference assembled, that we urge state and federal leaders to support our efforts to upgrade our
drinking, sewer and stormwater systems and to promote investments in water infrastructure
nationwide through financial and technical assistance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that local governments should share solutions, success stories
and annual progress with the League Municipalities, other municipalities and sewer utilities; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Governor of
the State of New Jersey, the Lieutenant Governor of the State of New Jersey, the Commissioner
of the Department of Environmental Protection, the Board of Public Utilities, the President of the
New Jersey State Senate, the Speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly, all State Legislators
and all members of the New Jersey Congressional Delegation.

