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file or record you need?

NJ DORES requires certain municipal records
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to Celebrate
NJ Local
G overnme nt We e k of local government,
spotlight the efforts of

Celebrate Your Town April 7-13! your municipal staff,
and highlight the

beauty of your town.

It's your opportunity to
showcase the importance

Consider these proven strategies
for your 2024 plans:

Itis Local Government Week!
We will be featuring members of the Township
Committee & Office Staff throughout the week so you
can learn about who is working for you!

/ H o St ac Offe e Borough of Fair Lawn
T et 3o Dol o o & convensationii L
el Introduce and highlight "Lty T ] Coffee
f-ltlc;e helping people and always treat people the way | would want to be your municipal employees WI e ayOrI
What have been some of the biggest changes over the years? El e Cte d Off I C I al S,
or Professionals.

A- Seeing how many new people and families have moved into the town! W it h Soci a | med i a e nt r i es
What are your responsibilities in Deerfield?

A-While you most often see me at the front window, | actually have been fo Ir eac h d ay Of LO Cal

;sfsristing inthe Taggfﬁce for mar:jy%ears i: addition :z the r:e Ma;shall's Image courtesy of Fair Lawn o Tuesday, April 18
ice, Assessor's Office, Finance Office and serve as the Land Use Secretary Fair Lawn Municipal Building
which keeps me busy. | try to be of help wherever | am needed in the G overnme nt We e k o Join your elected officials for coffee and light :%‘:‘" 201- ﬁ%f;o'”"
Township Building, refreshments. This is an opportunity toask %99 Pu:: ::s-{»o Pu:h

questions, learn about upcoming projects, and

Image courtesy of Deerfield Township

share your thoughts and ideas. No agenda, just
conversation.

Eventis free and open to the public.

Host tours of one
or all of your municipal
buildings & facilities.

Image courtesy of Fair Lawn

Welcome your town'’s

next generation of municipal
employees and volunteers with
touch-a-trucks and open houses
in your departments.

Image courtesy of Garwood

Host community gatherings,
helping residents to help themselves
¢ and their neighbors.

Image courtesy of Garwood

LOCAL 7
GOVERNMENT

II.II I -
.o ml
|-Ii:| |I For more information & inspirational WEEK

ideas, scan the QR code or visit #njlocalgovt
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' From 222 West State

Michael F. Cerra, League Executive Director

Show Off the Garden State

In this issue we
share the NJ
Department of
Environmental
Protection’s latest
effort to green the

state by preventing

waste of plastics
and food, before
it happens, and
reinvigorating
recycling to
slow the growth
of landfills.

his month we unveil the

winner of the League’s

annual Show Off Your City
photo contest. Congratulations to
Long Hill! I'm sure it doesn’t take
too much looking around your
own hometown to see something
unique and beautiful-amazing
architecture, natural wonders, and
even smiles on familiar faces.

Which makes this month’s focus on the
environment particularly meaningful.
The environment isn’t simply planting
trees and picking up trash, although
that’s certainly important. Taking care
of the environment starts with every
person, every community, and every
leader. In this issue we share Rep. Mikie
Sherrill’s efforts to preserve native plants
(page 18) and the NJ Department of
Environmental Protection’s latest effort
to green the state by preventing waste
of plastics and food, before it happens,
and reinvigorating recycling to slow the
growth of landfills (page 6).

“Prioritizing reduction in these efforts,
from the single-use plastic bag prohi-
bition to cutting food waste to effective
recycling, as well as in future efforts,
we will make greater strides toward
achieving a sustainable New Jersey,”
writes Janine MacGregor, Director of
the DEP’s Division of Sustainable Waste
Management.

The issue also looks at the growing
challenges created by flooding in an
piece from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in Union Beach (page 22),
navigating the challenges of flooding
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and pollution in Central Jersey (page
30), and the growth of solar power

in Woodbridge (page 28). Around the
state, efforts are underway to make life
sustainable into the future in the great
garden state.

We're also looking at the environment
within municipal buildings. An article
from Rutgers discusses strategies to
attract and retain municipal employees
(page 32), inspired by a session at the
Annual Conference including identifying
potential hires, developing the employees
you have, and offering flexibility in work
schedules, creating a work environment
unlike that seen as unchangeable prior
to the pandemic.

In addition, a guide to Al in local
government by Intashan Chowdhury,
MPA, from Prospect Park shows how
technology can help municipal govern-
ments respond 24/7 to residents without
burning out staff (page 36).

As we go to press, there is pending
action, including possible final action,
on several legislative issues of interest,
including affordable housing,, the
renewal of the Transportation Trust
Fund, and the Open Public Records Act.
We will provide updates through our
communications and website, and look
for more in upcoming issues.

There is no shortage of challenges
and opportunities to create better
environments-and futures—for New
Jersey’s municipalities. We look forward
to helping you succeed and sharing
your stories. §

}ﬁ,éc/ta,z/ Coonnn
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457(b)Power
of Group
Pricing
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PRICING THRU
BunoLinG

By linking together with fellow municipalities, you can

l ’ L]nCO]n receive the benefit of an *enhanced pricing arrangement

Financial Groupe through our Linc-On Lincoln Alliance® Program.
Call today. Bruce Linger - George Mouded - Eamonn Gaffney
Let’s give you the power! Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp.

201-556-4564 / Bruce.Linger@LFG.com

Mutual funds in the Lincoln Alliance® program are sold by prospectus. An investor should carefully consider
the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of the investment company before investing.
The prospectus and, if available, the summary prospectus contain this and other important information and
should be read carefully before investing or sending money. Investment values will fluctuate with changes
in market conditions, so that upon withdrawal, your investment may be worth more or less than the amount
originally invested. Prospectuses for any of the mutual funds in the Lincoln Alliance® program are available
at 800-234-3500. Linc-On is the conversational name used for the Lincoln Alliance® Program. *The program is
designed to offer competitive fees and broad selection of investment options.

Associates are registered representatives of Lincoln Financial Advisors. Securities and advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (Member SIPC) and registered investment advisor.
Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation and its affiliates. Lincoln Financial Advisors 61 South Paramus Road,
Suite 425, Paramus, NJ 07652 201-556-4564. The Lincoln Alliance® program includes certain services provided by Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. (LFA), a broker-dealer (member FINRA) and an affiliate of Lincoln

Financial Group, 1300 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Unaffiliated broker-dealers also may provide services to customers. Lincoln Investment Advisors Corporation (LIAC) is the investment management organization of
Lincoln Financial Group. CRN-3897920-110221



The Environment

‘Cutting Waste,

Saving Resources

To boost New Jersey’s sustainability, DEP fol
on reducing recyclables and food waste

Janine MacGregor, Director, Division of Sustainable Waste Management,
N.J. Department of Environmental Protection

One effort that schools can explore to reduce food waste
is “share tables” in cafeterias, where students can leave
unwanted whole items, like unpeeled or uneaten fruit and
unopened drinks, but not opened packages of items like
crackers and yogurt so the food is not thrown out.

he environmental benefits of reducing waste are irrefutable. The New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is prioritizing efforts to cut waste, particularly in the
areas of recyclable materials and unused food, and support a more sustainable state.
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It is the DEP’s mission to protect
the environment and public health,
and create vibrant, sustainable com-
munities. To accomplish this goal,
the DEP promotes the three Rs of
sustainable materials management:
reduction, reuse, and recycling.

Beyond Recycling:
Waste Reduction

The agency has focused on a variety
of recycling efforts since the late 1980s
and successfully recycles plastics and
other recyclable materials. In 2020,
the statewide recycling rate was 55%,
compared to the national rate of 32%),
according to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. However, recycling
alone is not sufficient to achieve
sustainability. For this reason, we
have shifted our focus to waste
reduction-the R with the greatest
environmental impact.

Implementation of the Single-Use
Plastic Reduction Law, which pro-
hibits the use of single-use plastic
carryout bags, as well as the dispens-
ing of polystyrene foam food service
products and single-use straws with-
out request is lowering the number of
plastics introduced into New Jersey’s
ecosystems. Since the law was put
into action in 2022, the Plastics
Advisory Council estimates there are
88 million fewer single-use plastic
bags per month in the state.

We're also addressing additional
plastic consumption issues through
the Recycled Content Law, which
aims to stimulate recycling markets
by requiring manufacturers to meet
minimum recycled content standards
for certain containers and packaging
products sold in the state.

Most recently, the DEP has concen-
trated on food waste reduction. Food
waste is the largest component of
municipal solid waste and its decom-
position releases significant amounts
of methane, a powerful greenhouse
gas, exacerbating climate change.

Food Waste Reduction Plan
In 2023, the department published
the Food Waste Reduction Plan,
which establishes actions needed to
achieve the state’s goal to reduce

food waste by 50% from levels
reported in 2017 by the year 2030.
The plan includes creating educational
materials and tools for reducing food
waste, and coordinating outreach to
raise awareness.

The DEP will develop guidance and
a toolkit to help local governments
establish or update food waste

Cutting Waste

management programs focused on
prevention and recovery, as well as
recycling, and provide concepts/
tools for developing collection pro-
grams in conjunction with existing
infrastructure.

To further our food waste reduction
goals, the DEP also awarded funding
to Rutgers University to conduct a

Jersey
Professional
Management

Municipal Executive

Recruitment Services

Candidates

Added Tasks)

v’ Extensive Network of Highly Qualified

v 3 Recruitment Packages or Customized
Options Available (Up to 16 Distinct Value-

v All Engagements Include 1-Year Performance
Review Coordination

v JPM Can Pair Recruitment, Strategic Study
and ICF Accredited Executive Coaching to
Establish Blueprint for Success!

Call or e-mail for a quote
908-276-2777

JPM@JERSEYPROFESSIONALMGT.COM
www.jerseyprofessionalmgt.com

April 2024 | www.njlm.org/NJMunicipalities

7


http://www.njlm.org/NJMunicipalities
mailto:JPM@JERSEYPROFESSIONALMGT.COM
http://www.jerseyprofessionalmgt.com

Cutting Waste

food waste management pilot pro-
gram in three pre-K to 12 schools and
to develop a toolkit from the lessons
learned during the pilot. The Reduce,
Recover and Recycle Food Waste—
Toolkit for pre-K-12 Schools, pub-
lished in 2023 by Sustainable Jersey,
provides strategies for reducing food
waste, as well as waste from food
packaging and single-use items. The
strategies include audits, share tables
(kids can place unwanted whole
foods, including fruits and vegetables
like bananas or apples, or drinks, like
unopened juice containers, on a
designated table for others to take)
and onsite composting.

Free Recycling Resource

In November 2023, DEP renewed
its agreement with Recycle Coach,
providing a no-cost platform for
counties and municipalities in
New Jersey to publicize recycling
information to residents.

Recycle Coach, which DEP has
made available to local leaders since
2018, is an information and education
system designed to encourage recy-
cling, reduce confusion about “what
can be recycled” and, ultimately,
reduce recycling contamination. The
Recycle Coach app can be customized
to provide specific recycling infor-
mation to residents based on their
addresses. Since recycling differs
based on a local facility’s ability to
accept a variety of products, the
Recycle Coach app serves as a key
informational tool on mobile phones
or through a municipal website, for
residents to stay up-to-date on local
recycling efforts.

Recycle Coach also provides
resources for municipalities, such
as free marketing material for news-
letters, emails blasts, social media
posts and more. Additionally, it offers
advanced education and marketing
materials if a municipality upgrades
to the PRO package, an expense that
could be financed with Municipal
Recycling Tonnage Grant funding
from the DEP. In late 2023, the DEP
released a Recycle Coach Case Stud-
ies resource, highlighting New Jersey
municipalities that successfully utilize

8 www.njlm.org/NJMunicipalities | April 2024

the Recycle Coach system. In the five
years that the Recycle Coach system
has been accessible in New Jersey, 20
of 21 counties and 364 municipalities
have used the system.

According to the Case Studies
summation, more than 2 million NJ
residents took advantage of Recycle
Coach to keep track of their local
recycling requirements in the 12
months leading up to the issuance of
the report.

The Case Studies resource includes
a description of how Recycle Coach
has become an important tool in
Point Pleasant. The borough touts
Recycle Coach on its Public Works
home page and the mobile app at
community events for its 19,000
residents, but also promotes the
system to summer renters of its wildly
popular beach houses.

Summer visitors only have to
change their address on Recycle

LINKS

Recycled Content Law:

https://tinyurl.com/Pre-K-Toolkit

For more information on reducing plastic and food waste and building
your recycling efforts, visit the following resources.

Single-Use Plastics Reduction Law:
https://tinyurl.com/Get-Past-Plastics

https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/recycled-content/

Reduce, Recover and Recycle Food Waste - Toolkit for Pre-K-12 Schools:

Recycle Coach Case Studies Resource:
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/recycling/RecycleCoachOctober23.pdf

Municipal Recycling Tonnage Grants:
https://dep.nj.gov/grantandloanprograms,/municipal-recycling-tonnage-grants/

Coach to the address of the home
they are visiting in Point Pleasant

to find appropriate recycling informa-
tion while there.

Municipalities not integrated with
Recycle Coach can contact Kim Stu-
art at kstuart@recyclecoach.com to
get started.

Through all of these initiatives,
DEP continues to pursue a balanced
and comprehensive approach to
materials management that encom-
passes all three Rs.

Prioritizing reduction in these
efforts, from the single-use plastic
bag prohibition to cutting food waste
to effective recycling, as well as in
future efforts, we will make greater
strides toward achieving a sustainable
New Jersey. §

Janine MacGregor is Director of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection’s Division
of Sustainable Waste Management.
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League Hosts Pre-Budget
Reception, Plans for FY2025

n Feb. 27, Governor Phil Murphy held his annual

budget address. Prior to the event, the League

hosted a reception for mayors, local officials, and
friends of the League including Acting DCA Commissioner
Jacquelyn Suéarez before heading to the State House to
hear Gov. Murphy present his sixth financial plan to the
assembled Legislature.

Gov. Murphy proposed a $55.9 billion State Fiscal Year
2025 budget, outlining a comprehensive plan to bolster the
state’s infrastructure in education, property tax relief,
public transportation, and fiscal discipline. Key components
include the following:

e Municipal Aid: Allocates $1.635 billion, municipal
funding has a proposed reduction of $134.3 million from
FY2024 but supports initiatives like the Local Efficiency
Achievement Program (LEAP) and the School Regional-
ization Efficiency Program (SREP). Energy Tax Receipts
are projected at $805 million. The budget does not in-
clude the $150 in Municipal Relief Aid received in FY24.

¢ Housing Initiatives: Allocates $10 million for munici-
palities to create new Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs);
$15 million to aid rental assistance beneficiaries towards
homeownership and supports non-profits in-home reha-
bilitation; and $32 million for Down Payment Assistance.

* Property Tax Relief: Allocates more than $3.5 billion
in direct property tax relief through the ANCHOR
program and school funding; fully fund school aid; and
a full $7.1 billion pension payment.

e Economic Development and Innovation: Includes
investments in Al education, support for small businesses,
climate change initiatives, and workforce development.

e Public Safety Initiatives: Allocates $9.5 million for the
ARRIVE Together program. This initiative, a collabo-
ration between police and mental health professionals, is
complemented by investments in the parole system and
the Office of the Public Defender to safeguard civil rights
and maintain a low recidivism rate.

e Truck Traffic Excise Fee: Proposes a $1 truck traffic
excise fee on warehouses based on the number of truck
trips. The budget estimates $10 million in new revenue
to mitigate warehousing development impacts. §

Please visit the League's budget page for more
information, https://njlm.org/1280/2025-NJ-State-Budget.
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DCA Acting Comm. Jacquelyn Suarez and NJLM
Past Pres. Bridgeton Mayor Al Kelly at a reception
at the League HQ prior to the Budget Address.

L to R: Past Presi-
dents Mayor William
Pikolycky, Mayor
William Chegwidden
and Mayor Janice
Kovach, with Execu-
| tive Board Member
- Mayor Brad Cohen
¥ at the pre-budget
13“’@ reception.

Gov. Murphy
giving his annual |
budget address.

NJ Knowledge Answers 1. Currently 2 women, Representatives
Mikie Sherrill and Bonnie Watson Coleman; historically, 7 U.S. Representa-
tives, Florence P. Dwyer, Millicent Fenwick, Helen S. Meyner, Mary Teresa
Norton, Marge Roukema, Mikie Sherrill, and Bonnie Watson Coleman. New
Jersey has never had a female U.S. senator. 2. Five service areas were
renamed for all-star women: Connie Chung (Brookdale South), Whitney
Houston (Vauxhall), Judy Blume (Monmouth), Celia Cruz (Forked River),
and Toni Morrison (Ocean View). 3. Christine Todd Whitman was the first,
and to-date only, woman elected Governor of New Jersey. 4. Current First
Lady Jill Tracy Jacobs Biden was born in Hammonton, the second first
lady born here. Anna Harrison was the first First Lady born in New Jersey
(1775, Morristown). 5. On February 10, 1920, New Jersey became the
29th state to ratify the amendment and on August 26, 1920, it was fully
ratified by Congress. 6. Alice Paul, whose home, Paulsdale, in Mt. Laurel,
is a National Historic Landmark and home to the Alice Paul Institute.

7. Rebecca Estell Bourgeois Winston of Estell Manor was sworn in as
mayor in 1925. 8. Marie Louis Garibaldi, who served on the state’s highest
court from 1982 to 2000. 9. Representing first black women elected were
Madaline A. (Worth) Williams, NJ Assembly; Wynona Lipman, NJ Senate;
and Sheila Oliver, Assembly Speaker, Lieutenant Governor, and NJ state-
wide office. 10. Executive Director Madeleine S. Frost became Executive
Director in 1954. Virginia Hook was the League’s first president, 1989,
followed by, Phyllis Marchand (1993), Barbara Hall (2000), Jo-Anne

B. Schubert (2004), Janice Mironov (2013), Suzanne Walters (2014),
Colleen Mahr (2019), and Janice Kovach (2020).
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Consulting Engineers

200 HIGH STREET, MT. HOLLY, NJ 08060
Tel: 609-267-8310 Fax: 609-845-0300
201 Willowbrook Blvd, Ste 501 WAYNE, NJ 07470
Tel: 973-523-6200 Fax: 973-523-1765
www.alaimogroup.com

arcari iovino

ARCHITECTS PC

Bai Lar Interior Services Inc.

Commercial Window Treatments
Stage Curtains and Flameproofing

Stacy Felice
Vice President
stacy(@hailarinteriors.com

554 New Brunswick Avenue
Fords, New Jersey 08863

www.bailarinteriors.com

Phone: (732)-738-0350
Toll Free: (800) 481-0350
Fax: (732) 738-0074

BOSWELL ENGINEERING

Engineers | Planners | Surveyors | Scientists

330 PHILLIPS AVENUE
SOUTH HACKENSACK, NJ 07606-1722

P -(201) 641-0770 / marketing@boswellengineering

WWW.BOSWELLENGINEERING.COM

E 1924 ;

“Engineering Excellence since 1924”

l Carroll
': Engineering

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
WATER FACILITIES ENGINEERING
WASTEWATER ENGINEERING
MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING | STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING
SURVEYING | ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
PLANNING & SITE DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION PHASE SERVICES
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM |
DRONE SERVICES | GRANT SERVICES

"

105 Raider Boulevard
Suite 206

Hillsborough, NJ 08844
908.874.7500

GENERAL

Connecting Communities
to Innovative Code Solutions

Michelle Wood | Solutions Account Executive

585.328.1819 x303 | mwood@generalcode.com

Many Talents One Firm

Engineering | Surveying | Planning | Construction Management

301 Gibraltar Drive, Suite 2A ¢ Morris Plains, NJ 07950
973-377-8500 | www.gpinet.com

Other NJ Offices: Bridgewater, Shrewsbury, Ocean View

Green Touch

Zig Panek Licensed Tree Expert #364 “ 7

- Native Plantings
- Ecological Restoration
- Street Tree Selection

- Tree Mapping '
(732) 938-6183  zigpanek@gmail.com

GreenTouchNursery.com



mailto:mwood@generalcode.com

JINGOLI

JINGOLIis a family-owned general
contractor/construction manager
with over 100 years of industry
experience offering full service in
general construction, construction
management, and infrastructure on
time and within budget.

JINGOLI was Ranked Number #169 out of
the Top 400 companies in Engineering-
News-Record Magazine for 2022.

100 Lenox Drive, Suite #100,
Lawrenceville, NJ 08554 « www.jingoli.com

oy L redric M. Knapp

~T | ~ . Arbitration/Mediation

CLARK & . s )

« Disciplinary Hearing Officer

Confidential Internal
Investigations

ATTORNEYS AT LAW M

. Former Morris County Prosecutor (2012-2020)
« 30 years of employment and labor law experience

FKnapp@Icrlaw.com c: 973-570-5878 o: 973-729-1880_.

Michael J. Neglia, P.E, P.LS., P.P |

President

34 Park Avenue
P.O. Box 426
Lyndhurst, NJ 07071

NEGLIA

ENGINFERING ASSOUIATES

Civil Engineering
Municipal Engineering
Traffic Engineering
Planning

Land Surveying
Construction Management

Tel: 201.939.8805
Fax: 201.939.3935

mneglia@negliaengineering.com
www.negliaengineering.com

FZ SURENIAN, EDWARDS, |
g%‘// BUZAK & NOLAN LLC

Attorneys at Law

Edward J. Buzak, Esq.

150 River Road, Suite N-4 | Montville | NJ 07045
Tele: 973-335-0600 | 973-335-1145
www.Surenian.com
EJB@Surenian.com

Bruce Linger, CFP®, CRPC®, CPFA, CCFS™
Member, The Resource Group

l ’ :[Mn Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp.

Financial Advisorse 61 South Paramus Road, Suite 425
Paramus, NJ 07652
phone 201 556-4500
direct 201 556-4564
fax 201 556-4511
cell 908 510-6069
Bruce.Linger@LFG.com

A member of Lincoln Financial Group

www.goforanswers.com
www.HeroPlusProgram.com

Advertise in this

Business
Directory

Contact:

Tasneem Kapadia
tkapadia@njlm.org
609-695-3481 x121

municipalities

EXPERTS
BUSINESS PHONES

Providing VolIP Service to the
NJ League HQ since 2007

BUSINESS

PHONES 856-761-1000

DONE RIGHT.
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Acacia Financial Group

Accuscan

Alaimo Group

Arcari + Iovino Architects
Association of Environmental Authorities
Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind

Bai Lar Interior Services

Boswell Engineering

Bryan Electric

Carroll Engineering

Conner Strong & Buckelew
DiFrancesco Bateman, P.C.

Direct Flooring

Educational Services Commission of New Jersey
First Managed Care Option

Gann Law Books

General Code

Genova Burns, LLC

GPI

Green Touch Nursery & Landscaping
Jersey Professional Management
Jingoli

Laddey Clark & Ryan

Lincoln National Life Insurance Co.
Local 825

Neglia Engineering Associates

New Jersey One Call

NJ Coalition of Responsible Pet Stores
NJGMIS

Princeton Public Affairs Group

RCM Ceberio LLC

Rehabco Inc

RFP Solutions, Inc.

Schneider Electric



Surenian, Edwards, Buzak
The Watershed Institue
USA Phone

Warshauer Electric Supply
Xcential Legislative Tech
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