
DRAFT RESOLUTION # 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PROPOSED SENATE BILL NO. 861 ALLOWING MUNICIPALITIES TO CONDUCT ANNUAL EVENTS FOR OPEN BURNING OF CHRISTMAS TREES.

WHEREAS, for many years, municipalities have held annual holiday gatherings where open burnings (bonfires) were conducted using discarded Christmas trees under the watchful eyes of their Fire Department; and

WHEREAS, these events have been enjoyed by thousands of residents over the years and are wonderful community events for all that attend; and 

WHEREAS, these events are tremendous economic drivers for the local economy and provide a fundraising opportunity for local causes, including most predominantly volunteer fire departments; and 

WHEREAS, by holding these successful events, it also allowed municipalities to utilize the trees as fuel for the bonfire rather than have taxpayers fund the cost to have them disposed of through traditional solid waste means and be brought to a landfill; and

WHEREAS, many years ago, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Air Quality (NJDEP), advised municipalities that opening burning events where Christmas trees were utilized were now prohibited as they considered these trees “rubbish,” which was prohibited from being burned in this fashion; and

WHEREAS, since the inception of this enforcement action by NJDEP, municipalities are no longer able to burn Christmas trees at their annual holiday events and are forced to utilize other material that was not deemed “rubbish” by the NJDEP, as well as pay to have the discarded trees disposed of; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 861 is being considered by the New Jersey Legislature that permits NJDEP to establish rules, regulations, and standards for the open burning of Christmas trees by municipalities within the state, and would permit municipalities to conduct annual events for open burning of Christmas trees.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the (insert name of municipality) supports the bill being proposed to ensure that all municipalities in the state, are permitted to hold an annual holiday bonfire fueled by discarded Christmas trees in a safe and enjoyable manner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to (insert name of State Senator), (insert name of Assembly representatives), NJDEP Commissioner Shawn LaTourette, Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, Senate President Nick Scutari, Governor Phil Murphy, and New Jersey State League of Municipalities.




						_____________________________
						(Name of Mayor)

Adopted:
(Date Adopted)
