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I. Governor Addresses the State of the State
Today, in Trenton, Governor Murphy delivered his First State of the State message to the
Legislature and the people of New Jersey. His central message was focused on progress
made and prospect to create more opportunities for economic improvement and for social
progress. He called for ‘a new approach that reaches deep into every community and puts
growing and sustaining a thriving middle-class before anything, or anyone, else.…Those
who have been left out must be lifted up. Those who work hard must have their effort
repaid. And those who are doing well should see a path to doing better.’
Noting the deficiencies of previous tax incentive programs, the Governor advocated for
incentives for businesses that ‘invest in their employees through skills development and
training, and that cares about growing innovative and promising small and medium-sized
companies. The Governor singled out Newark Mayor Ras Baraka and Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp for their plans to use the Opportunity Zone program to help realize their
municipalities’ potential.
The Governor recognized our State infrastructure needs, promising a continued
commitment to fixing New Jersey Transit. He also noted the need to rebuild and
modernize of New Jersey’s aging water infrastructure, citing the leadership of Newark
Mayor Ras Baraka on this issue.
In the short term, the Governor hopes to see action on an increased minimum wage and
recreational marijuana legalization.
The Governor stated, ‘…the more time I spend outside Trenton the more I learn that all

answers do not come from Trenton.’ Through the League, Mayors from all around New
Jersey stand ready to help the Governor find the answers he needs to make the State a
stronger and fairer place.
In the Republican response, Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick specifically
referenced the need to restore the 2% cap on interest arbitration awards.

II. February Snap Benefits to be Distributed Early. Please
Spread the Word
As a consequence of the long-jam in Washington, the NJ Department of Human Services
will be distributing, to qualifying recipients, February Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits (commonly known as Food Stamps) on January 17. On that
date, the monthly allocation should appear on recipients’ Families First Cards. These
credits will need to carry recipients through the entire month of February. Food budgets
will need to be adjusted accordingly.
SNAP is a federal program administered by the Department of Human Services. It offers
nutrition assistance to eligible individuals and families with low incomes. New Jersey has
about 730,000 SNAP recipients.
Depending on some resolution in our Nation’s Capital, this could be the last month of
federal support for the program, during the partial shutdown.
Contact: Jon Moran, Senior Legislative Analyst, jmoran@njslom.org, 609-695-3481 x121.
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