
May 4, 1998

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
BRIDGEWATER AS IT APPLIES TO HOME OCCUPATIONS BY AMENDING
SECTIONS126-2, REPEALING SECTION 126-335, AND ADDING A NEW
PART 14 TO CHAPTER 126 THEREOF ENTITLED “LAN D USE”

SECTION 1. Section 126-2 is amended by amending the definitionof Home Occupation
where it appearstherein to read as follows:

HOME OCCUPATION - HOME OFFICE - A residential activity and usage as
defined in Part 14, section 126-369 and subject to thelimitations as prescribed in Part 14.

SECTION 2. Section 126-33 5 is hereby repealed. provided that any home occupation or
home officeusage pursuant to either site plans approved thereunder, or under avariance
approval, prior to the adoption of thisordinance, shall remain valid subjectto the
conditions of applicableordinances, site plan approval, or variance approval.

SECTION 3. Chapter 126 of the Codeof the Township of Bridgewater is hereby
amended by adding thereto anew Part 14 entitled HomeOccupations and consistingof
new sections 126-368 to 126-375 inclusive, reading as follows:

Part 14

Home Occupations

# 126-368 Purposes.

The purposesof this Part 14 areto:
A. Permit certain homeoccupations as described herein, which are incidental to
theresidential use of the premises, arecompatible with residential uses, are limited
in extent, degree and time, and do not detract from the residential character and
quality ofthe neighborhood, with the foregoing to be considered and defined in the
context of an evaluation of the tangible impact of such occupations outside the
confines of theresidential dwelling itself.

B. Encourage incubator or start up business activities within the contest of ahome
occupation, as defined herein, for later removal tc4n arnA)opriate zone as the
business grows and succeeds beyond the limitationsan~es~ictions appropriate
for a residential zone.

C. Protect residential areas from any adverse impacts associated with home
occupations and protect residential property values.

D. Ensure that the health, safety and welfareof neighbors and residents are
protected and that their rights are not compromised in any manner whatsoever by
the operation of theparticular homeoccupation.
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E. Establish performance criteriaand standards for home occupations that will
provide fair and equitableadministration and enforcement of this ordinance.

126-369. Definitions.
A. Home Occupation - Any activity conducted or engagedin by aperson, within
theresidential dwelling occupied as his or her permanent residence, asa business,
profession, or service, for financial gain, or as a non profit service to the
community. A home occupation is an accessory useto the primary use ofthe
property, which is residential. Home occupations include home businesses, offices
which do not fi t the definition for Home Officescontained herein, and cottage
industries. HomeOccupations do not include:
1) garage sales, yard sales or home parties for the purposeof the sale of
distribution of goodsor services, provided that thecollective total of all such sales
and or parties does not exceed a total of four (4) in any calendar year;
2) organized meetings of clubs and organizations, provided that said meetings do
not exceed a collectivetotal of twelve (12) in any calendar year;
3) care for infants or children on the premises;

B. Home Office - The useof a defined portion of aresidential dwelling as an
officearea by one or more members of thehousehold residing on the premises, for
the following activities:
1) activities as an employee, such as telecommuting, for an employer conducting
business at a separate location, if such activities do not involve visitationby clients
or customers, and if there is no assertion or representationthat theresidence
addressis abusiness address for either theemployee or the employer;
2) activities as avolunteer in support of anon profit community service, political,
or charitable organization if such activities do not involve visitationby clients or
customers and if there is no assertion or representation that the residenceaddress is
an address for suchorganization.

126-370Applicability

A. Home officeswhich conform with the above definition shall be allowed as an
accessory use in residential dwellings “by right” in all residential zones. Home
offices whoseuse, design, layout. size, furnishings and equipment do not meet said
definition shall be considered Home Occupations, and shall be subject to all of the
requirements contained in Sections 126-369 to 126-374 inclusive of this Part.
Home Office uses must not negatively impact theprevailing character of the
residential neighborhood. and therefore are subject to the standards set forth in this
Section.
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B. Home Occupations are permitted as accessory uses in all residential zones,
provided that thegross floor area (GFA) of the residential dwelling is 1,200 square
feet or greater, where outbuildings such as garages, and non habitablebasement
and attic space, arenot included in the GFA calculation. Home Occupationsare
subject to the standards and criteria set forth in thisPart.

C. Theprovisions of this ordinance shall not be construed as permitting in any
residential area subject to therules of a condominium or other similar corporation
any right, or privilege, for a usage or activity within aresidence, or for parking in
such residential area, greater than that permitted by either the rules of the
corporation or by ordinances applicable to such residential area.

D. Neither the issuance of a Home Occupation Permit nor the usage of any part of
a residential premises for aHome Occupation or aHome Office shall be construed
as permitting a change in the predominantly residential character of the premises.

126-371. Standards and Criteria

A. The areawhich which is used primarily or exclusively for either a Home
Office or a Home Occupation shall not consist ofmore than seven hundred and
fift y (750) square feet, or fifteen percent (15%) of the gross floor area (GFA) of
theresidence, whichever is less, excluding outbuildings and non-habitable areas
within theresidence, such as garages and unfinished attics and basements, from
thecalculations of the GFA.

B. No use is permitted if it shall constitute a threat to public health, safety, welfare
or morals.
1. No illegal or illici t uses shall be allowed under any circumstances.
2. Uses which producefluctuations in utility service, disruptions in
communications systems, radio, television and other communications transmissions
of other persons are not permitted.
3. There shall be no uses which result in or cause interference with the delivery of
utilities or other servicesto thearea.
4. Home accessory uses shall comply with all local, state, and federal, laws and
regulationspertinent to the activities involved.
5. Home accessory uses shall not be of a character or substance which will
adversely impact property values in thearea.

C. The home office shall:
1) comprisean existing room or area within the home which is integrated within
theoverall floor plan of the dwelling, and there shall not be aseparate entrance to
theoutside, nor separatekitchen or bath facilities associated with said office;
2) have only typical office equipment limited to computers, telefax machines,
telephones, and copying machines. and only typical office supplies and furnishings;
3) not be evident from outside of the home; and,
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4) not be used or visited by customers or clients, and persons other than those
making deliveries or service calls as otherwise might occur on theproperty
regarding theresidential dwelling.

D. Except as permitted in thisarticle, a home occupation shall be conducted in a
manner which does not give an outward appearance of, nor manifest any external
tangible characteristics of, a business which would infringe upon or in any way
interfere with theright of neighboring residents to enjoy the peaceful occupancy of
their dwelling units or infringe upon or change theintent, character, and or
ambianceof theresidential zone. Homeoccupations shall be clearly incidental and
secondary to useof a dwelling for residential purposes. As such, the following
standards and criteriamust be met:
1. Thehome occupation is to be conducted only by family members residing in
thedwelling, plus no morethan two (2) non resident associates, including partners,
employees, and other assistants. Additional persons may be employed, however,
provided that their work is conducted entirely off premises. Proprietors/owners
must be permanent residents of the dwelling in which thebusiness in question is
being conducted.
2. The parking of commercial vehicles associated with the home occupation on-
street is prohibited. Commercial vehicles associated with, and operated aspartof,
thehome occupation may be parked on siteno closer to the street than the building
line, within agarage, or in accord with the niles of aresidents association suchas a
condominium development.
3. The appearanceof the home shall not be altered, nor shall the activity or
business conducted within theresidence take place in such amanner which would
causethe premises to differ or deviate from its essential residential character in any
manner.
4. There shall be no storage of equipment, supplies, or productsassociated with
the homeoccupation outside thedwelling. No machinery, equipment or materials
of any kind other than that which is typically associated with residential use, home
offices and personal hobbies are permitted to be physically located on the
premises.
5. Hours of operation shall be confinedto 8:00 AM- 8:00 PM.
6. There shall be no outside storage or window display and similar conditions.
7. Noise, dust, odors, smoke, fumes, vibrations, and artificial lighting emanating
from the premises shall not exceed that which is normally produced by a
residential dwelling.

E. The home occupation shall not generate significantly greater traffic volume
than would normally be expected in the particular residential zone in which the
home occupation is conducted.
1. Delivery and shipments of materialsor commodities to and from the premises
by commercial vehiclesshall be confined to normal businesshours of 8:00 AM -

6:00 PM. Deliveries, except by LIS Post Office and similar delivery services
normally provided to a residence. shall not exceed 2 per week. Delivery services
which restrict traffic circulation areprohibited.








